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KIDS COUNT NETWORK NEWSLETTER

As a means of sharing information among KIDS COUNT Network members and learning the “promising practices” of KIDS COUNT work, this newsletter will be distributed to all network members on a monthly basis.  The newsletter will be posted on the KIDS COUNT list serv. A three-hole punched hard copy will also be mailed to each KIDS COUNT primary contact so that it can be placed in a binder and kept for reference.

The format and content of this newsletter may change over time, depending upon the interests and needs of the state-level KIDS COUNT projects.  However, in its inaugural form, the newsletter will contain the following sections:

· KIDS COUNT State Stories – a section which highlights an innovative communications or program idea to promote the use of KIDS COUNT data;

· Published By…KIDS COUNT – a section devoted to alerting the network about issue briefs, data books, and other publications produced by state-level KIDS COUNT projects;

· Resources and Reports – brief notices of reports, resources and funding opportunities that are available to KIDS COUNT; and,

· KIDS COUNT in Dialogue – summaries of discussions that have taken place on the KIDS COUNT list serv.

Please contact Debbie Morgan, KIDS COUNT Network Coordinator, with any comments and suggestions you may have about the monthly newsletter.

202-289-0777, ext. 220 / morgan@childadvocacy.org
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KIDS COUNT State Stories

“SOUTH DAKOTA KIDS COUNT in the News”

Carole Cochran, Project Coordinator of KIDS COUNT in South Dakota, writes a monthly column on KIDS COUNT for newspapers throughout the state.  She wrote a letter to the publishers of every newspaper in the state, offering them a monthly column on the issues and information pertinent to children in South Dakota.  To date, her columns have a circulation of 49,063 in 20 counties throughout the state.  Each month, the newspaper can select from a list of column topics, ranging from “An Introduction to the KIDS COUNT Project and its Indicators,” and “The Use of Data in Your Community,” to “A Portrait of Children/Families in Poverty in South Dakota.”

Carole has learned that columns are more likely to be “picked up” when they are one typed page and do not use a lot of jargon or technical language.  As a result of these monthly columns, KIDS COUNT data is in the press consistently throughout the year, not just when the state and national data books are released.  This proactive approach has successfully raised awareness about the status of children in South Dakota.  For more information about the South Dakota KIDS COUNT columns, or for a copy of the letter to publishers, please contact Carole Cochran at ccochran@usd.edu.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

The Human Services Policy Center, the KIDS COUNT project in the state of Washington, released its most recent publication in March, 1999.  The publication, entitled “Washington’s Child Protection Budget: How Much for Prevention?” provides a detailed analysis of Washington State’s funding for the prevention of child abuse and neglect.  For a summary or full copy of the report, please contact Laurel Feltz at 206-685-7613. To discuss the content of the report, contact Rick Brandon at brandon@u.washington.edu.

Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth, the Virginia KIDS COUNT project, recently released the second in a series of white papers on Critical Issues in Child Care.  The first white paper, completed in 1998, focused on “Quality Child Care in Virginia.”  The second, which was just released in May, 1999, is entitled “Affordability and Accessibility of Child Care in Virginia.”  For copies of these white papers, please contact Lisa Wood at lisa@vakids.org.

Texas KIDS COUNT just released another report in its “Measuring Up: The State of Texas Education” series.  The publication, entitled “Violence and Weapons in Texas Schools,” is now available on the web at (http://www.cppp.org/kidscount/education/schoolsnv.html). Please contact Pam Hormuth for more information on this or any report in the series at hormuth@cppp.org.  Hard copies are available upon request.

Resources and Reports

1) For those interested in arrest data for Native Americans, Judith Erickson (Indiana KIDS COUNT) tells us about a report entitled “Survey of Jails in Indian Country, 1998” by Darrell K. Gilliard of the Bureau of Justice Statistics.  50 pp. NCJ  173410 Free or download at (http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/sjic98.htm).

2) The Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics now has a website at (http://www.childstats.gov).   Besides having their reports up on the website, the site links to KIDS COUNT and lists KIDS COUNT state projects as contacts.

3) NACA’s upcoming issue brief, entitled “Beyond Declining Caseloads: Advocates’ Tools for Monitoring Welfare Reform,” will be released in late May.  All KIDS COUNT projects will be sent a copy in the mail.  For further information about the issue brief, please contact Terri Feeley at (202) 289-0777, ext. 203 or feeley@childadvocacy.org.

4) The latest vaccine information sheets from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are now available from the American Academy of Pediatrics in color-coded pads of 100.  These sheets cover vital data and all of the basic vaccination information that parents should know.  These items are so new that they are not yet available from the AAP’s on-line catalog. To receive samples or order a supply, call 800/433-9016.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

1) Information on studies that evaluate the impact of welfare reform policies across states is available from the Welfare Information Network (http://ww.welfareinfo.org/accontab.htm) and the National Center for Children in Poverty’s Research Forum on Children, Families and the New Federalism (http://www.researchforum.org/). 

2) States appear to have few records tracking families who have lost welfare benefits, and the National Governors Association has begun charting state efforts.  Iowa has issued the most reports on families who left welfare, but their data is centered on savings, not family outcomes. (http://www.mathematica-mpr.com). Michigan may be alone in documenting what happened to families whose benefits were terminated for failure to comply with new regulations (http://mfia.state.mi.us/sanction/part_a.htm).

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Collecting Data on Teen Suicide

Marlo Nash of the KIDS COUNT project in Oklahoma posted a question on the list serv about collecting better data on teen suicide. In particular, she was interested in which KIDS COUNT projects publish these data, how other states collect the data, and how to campaign to get good data generated on this subject.  While not many KIDS COUNT colleagues responded, those that publish this data seem to approach it in very different ways.  In New Mexico, they publish data on suicides, homicides, firearm deaths, and accidents, which they are able to break down by category for the state as a whole.  Their community-based project, Not Even One, conducts extensive research on gun deaths in New Mexico and is a strong advocate for collecting better data.  By contrast, Washington state collects two kinds of suicide data: (1) “completed” teen suicides, as collected by vital statistics death records, and (2) data on teens thinking about suicide, attempting suicide, etc. based upon adolescent health survey data.  In order to advocate for better data on this subject, Washington KIDS COUNT was a member of a statewide task force to develop a teen suicide prevention program, coordinated by the state health department and an advocacy group of parents of teen victims.
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