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KIDS COUNT State Stories

KIDS VOICES COUNT in Delaware

Three years ago, Delaware KIDS COUNT started a project to record the views of kids on issues that impact them directly, such as teen pregnancy, tobacco use and factors for success.  The result was a series of books, called KIDS VOICES COUNT, which contain interviews of children and youth from throughout the state.  Delaware KIDS COUNT selects high school journalism students to conduct the interviews of their peers on a pre-selected topic. The books are widely used across the state by schools, wellness centers, social service agencies, religious organizations, legislators, and PTA groups. Each spring the Governor hosts the release of the book by having the students sit and talk with him about their findings. For more information about Delaware’s KIDS VOICES COUNT, please contact Terry Schooley at terrys@udel.edu.

North Dakota Spreads KIDS COUNT Through Extension Educators

Through a relationship between North Dakota KIDS COUNT and the Extension Educators in the state, local groups across the state are learning about the status of children in an easy-to-understand way. Once a year, North Dakota KIDS COUNT provides training to Extension Educators in an effort to provide them with the tools necessary to disseminate KIDS COUNT data to the community groups  that they meet with throughout the year. The educators are provided with a complete sample presentation on overheads, fact sheets for each county, state level data, national data, and perspectives on how children are affected by the various issues addressed. The educators are encouraged to be creative in their presentation format, in order to make the material more adaptable to various audiences. For example, one educator created a “Jeopardy” game to use with a local Chamber of Commerce, which was so well-received that the group formed a child care task force in response to the information they learned. Extension Educators are now seen as KIDS COUNT resource people across the state of North Dakota.  For more information about the use of Extension Educators, please contact Ann Lochner at ann_lochner@mail.und.nodak.edu.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

Wisconsin Council on Children and Families, Inc. recently produced its first issue of “Working and Poor in Wisconsin,” a series designed to raise awareness about the issues affecting the working poor.  The first edition focuses on transportation, and is entitled “Getting There is Half the Fun – Transportation: Searching for the Missing Link in Welfare to Work.” For a copy of the issue, please contact contact Anne Arnesen at aarnesen@facstaff.wisc.edu.
KANSAS ACTION FOR CHILDREN, INC. has released “Welfare Reform in Kansas: Snapshots of Children and Their Families,” a report that takes a behind-the-scenes look at early evidence of child and family well-being under TANF.  For information and a copy of the report, please contact Gary Brunk at brunk@kac.org.

CHILDREN’S ACTION ALLIANCE of Arizona released “One in Three: Trends, Challenges and Opportunities Facing Hispanic Families in Arizona” in January 1999. The report combines demographic data, an analysis of Hispanics and employment, and a review of the services that would benefit Hispanic families. For a copy of the report, please contact Dana Naimark at dnaimark@azchildren.org.

Resources and Reports
1) The first of four public use data files from the National Survey of America’s Families are now available on the Urban Institute’s web site. This first release includes demographics, health, income and other well-being indicators for approximately 34,000 children.  You can download the data at no charge after registering as a user. To do so, access the web site at http://newfederalism.urban.org/nsaf/cpuf/index.htm.  Also available from the Urban Institute are forty new variables that have been added to the Assessing the New Federalism state database. The database now includes more than 900 variables for all fifty states and the District of Columbia. To access, link to http://www.newfederalism.urban.org/nfdb/index.htm.

2) The Joint Center for Poverty Research is sponsoring a conference called “For Better and For Worse: How States Can Use Welfare Reform to Improve the Lives of Low-Income Families and Children,” on September 16-17 in Washington, DC at the Georgetown Conference Center. For more information, contact (773) 702-0472.

3) Families USA has released “Losing Health Insurance: The Unintended Consequences of Welfare Reform.” The study examines the connection between welfare reform and the loss of Medicaid coverage. To download or order a copy, visit http://www.familiesusa.org/uninpr.htm.

4) The Center for Law and Social Policy has produced a brief paper entitled “Child Care Policy Two Years Later,” which discusses the impact of welfare reform on child care. The paper is available from CLASP at 202-328-5140 or http://www.clasp.org.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· A report from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Family Health Insurance Survey is now available in the June 2nd issue of the Journal of the American Medical Association. Ten states were involved in the survey: Colorado, Florida, Minnesota, New Mexico, New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, Vermont, and Washington.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Mental Health Data A Challenge for KIDS COUNT

Michelle Doucette Cunningham of the KIDS COUNT project in Connecticut posted a question on the list serv asking if anyone had written a special report on children’s mental health issues. The response that ensued as a result of her posting demonstrated that collecting mental health data is a challenge for many KIDS COUNT projects. The KIDS COUNT project in Utah indicated that they are currently writing an issue brief on the subject, which will be helpful to those who continue to struggle with these data.  For more information on the Utah issue brief, contact Terry Haven at terryh@utahchildren.net.

Several KIDS COUNTers reported that program data under-represents the problem. In fact, program data often only represent mental illness but not mental health, resilience and psychological hardiness aspects of the issue.  Some have found that special education data can be useful, except that in some states it does not separate mental illness from developmental delays.  In Indiana, they patch together data from the annual drug survey and detailed information from the special education division of the Department of Education. Arizona uses data that is available due to an independent review of the children’s behavioral health managed care system. And in Maine, the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services has recently initiated a comprehensive plan for an intradepartmental database, which will force them to move beyond the aggregate data and identify what services were provided and to whom. Maine also uses the Youth Risk Behavior Survey and is working with an organization called the Maine Health Data Organization, which is collating inpatient, outpatient and ambulatory data based on billing records from Maine hospitals and the two major mental health institutes in the state.  And, Alaska KIDS COUNT is working with a mental health advocacy group called Common Ground to develop some indicators.  Clearly, this is an area of great interest that we should continue to discuss!
