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KIDS COUNT State Stories

D.C. KIDS COUNT Youth Vote

In 1996, D.C. KIDS COUNT created Young Urban Voices (YUV) to stimulate and facilitate youth participation in decision-making about social issues that affect them. In preparation for the 1998 elections, YUV partnered with D.C. Do Something to engage youth and create a platform for their voices on youth-related issues.  Youth Vote was held in October 1998, with more than 4,600 students in 15 D.C. public high schools participating.  Students developed the ballot questions themselves, based upon a series of youth forums held throughout D.C.  Real voting ballots and machines were used for students to register their opinions on current issues facing D.C. youth.  Service learning facilitators and teachers worked with students to implement Youth Vote and conduct lessons related to voting and civic participation.  The results of the Youth Vote were presented at press conferences and to each school that participated in the vote.  For more information about D.C. KIDS COUNT Youth Vote, please contact Melissa Littlefield at mlittlefield@dcchildrenstrustfund.org.

Texas KIDS COUNT Data Extraction System

So, everything in Texas is big, right? Well imagine the size of a Texas data book with 254 counties to report. Now that's big! So, the Texas KIDS COUNT project has designed a way for users of the data to obtain information through the internet.  The Texas KIDS COUNT web site, http://www.cppp.org/kidscount, offers two ways to customize data reports.  First, there is a “members only” section where subscribers can view and print rates for each county and all indicators. Second, they have created a Data Extraction System, which offers very detailed customized reports.  Users can check off the counties and indicators in which they are interested, and Texas KIDS COUNT will send them either a spreadsheet file by email or, if they prefer, a hard copy of the report.  Data reports are very detailed, providing information by county, by ethnic group, the number of children, the rate or percentage, county rankings, and much more.  The Data Extraction System is free for subscribers and $20 for non-subscribers  (for up to 10 counties). Reports of more than 10 counties cost $50. For more information about the Texas KIDS COUNT data system, please contact Pam Hormuth at hormuth@cppp.org.

Money, Money, Money

The National Institute of Health/Child Abuse and Neglect Working Group has announced a Request for Applications focusing on child neglect research. NIH estimates that 11-15 grants will be awarded for up to 5 years, beginning in FY2000. Approximately $3,315,000 in funding is pledged annually for the research. The deadline for application submission is September 14, 1999. For more information, contact Tom Birch, Director of the National Child Abuse Coalition at (202) 347-3666.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

VERMONT Children’S fORUm has released a special report on “Children and Youth with Disabilities in Vermont,” which identifies some of the issues that need to be addressed in order to equalize social, educational, and economic opportunities for all children and youth, including those with disabilities. The report reviews fundamental policy issues and makes key policy recommendations on issues relating to education, health care, and community participation. For information or a copy of the issue, please contact Carlen Finn vtcyf@together.net.

KENTUCKY YOUTH ADVOCATES published “Reality Check: How Children are Faring Under Welfare Reform in Kentucky” in April 1999.  The report serves as a layperson’s guide to welfare reform in Kentucky, with sections explaining the various components of Kentucky Transitional Assistance (K-TAP) law, policy, implementation analysis, and recommendations. Also included is a compilation of story excerpts collected from conversations with low-income workers and families in Kentucky. For information and a copy of the report, please contact Debra Miller at dmiller@kyyouth.org.

Resources and Reports
1) The Jossey-Bass Guide to Strategic Communications for Nonprofits was published recently by the Communications Consortium Media Center.  The step-by-step guide to working with the media provides helpful information regarding publicity, building membership, handling crises, and more. 

2) Policy Analysis for California Education (PACE) recently released a second volume of child care indicators. The report contains county-level supply indicators, data on family demand indicators, and zip code level data on potential demand indicators. The methodology might be replicable for your state. Copies of the report are available at cost from PACE (510-642-7223).

3) “Young Children in Poverty: A Statistical Update,” was produced by the National Center for Children in Poverty in June 1999. The report continues the series of reports about young child poverty in the U.S. Incorporating the most recent data from the Census Bureau’s Current Population Survey, the report provides a current profile of the extremely poor, poor and near poor population of children under six in the U.S., a brief look at the impact of higher education among parents on the economic well-being of young children, and the impact of EITC on young child poverty.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· “Changing America: Indicators of Social and Economic Well-being by Race and Hispanic Origin,” a report prepared by the Council on Economic Advisors, charts a picture of past and current disparities in income, health outcomes, living conditions, and more based upon race or ethnic identity.  Visit http://www.access.gpo.gov/eop/ca/index.html for more information.

· The Better Homes Fund has recently released “Homeless Children: America’s Newest Outcasts,” which looks at homeless and extremely poor mothers and children. The report focuses on the impact of homelessness on various health, educational, and economic measures.  Contact the Better Homes Fund at (617) 964-3834, ext. 51 for more information.

· The latest assessment of Americans’ health, as measured by the Healthy People 2000 benchmarks, documents dramatic, double-digit reductions in death rates among infants, young children and adolescents.  The report, “Healthy People 2000 Review: 1998-1999,” was released on June 10, 1999. Visit the data online at http://www.cdc.gov/nchswww/about/otheract/hp2000/childhlt/childhlt.htm.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Finding the Best Data for Head Start Formula
North Dakota KIDS COUNT has been using a formula for computing the percentage of children eligible for Head Start that are being served which relied on Head Start directors to supply the number of eligible children.  This year, Head Start directors in North Dakota have not been able to agree about the criteria to determine eligible children.  In an effort to assist the Head Start directors in determining those criteria, North Dakota KIDS COUNT posted a query on the list serv asking colleagues about the methods they use. Until last year, New Mexico KIDS COUNT always received their data from the Head Start office in Washington, D.C. and then did the calculations based upon the population.  However, the change in Head Start staff in the D.C. office prevented them from getting the data they needed this year.  In Rhode Island, the denominator is the estimated number of eligible children based upon a three-year average of the number of three and four-year-old children in families receiving AFDC or enrolled in Rhode Island’s welfare program at a single point in time during each of the three years. This is an underestimate of the eligible children, because it does not include children eligible for Head Start who live in families below the poverty line but are not receiving cash assistance.  Also, since the numbers of families enrolled in these cash assistance programs are declining, Rhode Island will also be revisiting their methodology for calculating this indicator.

