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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Idaho KIDS COUNT Gets the Message Out with a Radio Actuality Service

Several times a year, Idaho KIDS COUNT utilizes the services of Creative Communications, a company that produces radio news exclusively for non-profits in Idaho, Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Washington, and Oregon. Through their service, stories based upon information from the Idaho KIDS COUNT data book are played on radio stations across the state.  Here’s how it works… Creative Communications works with Idaho KIDS COUNT to prepare a news script and a recorded quote to accentuate the message. KIDS COUNT controls the message that goes out to reflect the spin they want on the story. The story is played on a high number of radio stations across the state because the news story is “ready to go,” saving the radio news person’s time and effort in preparing a story for air. For more information about the radio actuality service, please contact Lark Corbeil at Creative Communications at 208-342-8213 or contact Helen Stroebel at 208-388-1014 or stroebel@idahokids.org.

Colorado Doll Project Features KIDS COUNT Data

Many of you know about the Doll Project initiated by the Colorado Children’s Campaign in 1994. It was created as a way to involve people who care about kids in a tangible effort to express their concern. What you may not know is that in 1995, the Colorado Children’s Campaign began attaching data cards to each of the dolls. These data cards highlight some facts about child well-being in Colorado, current services for children, and provide information about what an individual can do to help.  By 1999, over 40,000 dolls had been distributed in Colorado.  This means that data on children has reached a remarkable number of local citizens, businesses, community leaders, and policy makers.  Since this effort began, at least a half dozen additional states have started their own doll project. For more information on the Doll Project and the data cards, please contact Jenifer Vasquez at 303-839-1580, ext. 226 or jenifer@coloradokids.org.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

Pennsylvania parnterships for children produced a special report in May 1999 entitled “Subsidized Child Care in Pennsylvania.” The report explains Pennsylvania’s current subsidized child care program and identifies some next steps the state should take in addressing the child care needs of more low-income families. For information or a copy of the report, please contact Martha Bergsten, 717-236-5680 or bergsten@papartnerships.org.

ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES published the bulletin “No More Smoke Screens” in May 1999 to describe the Arkansas Center for Health Improvement and Arkansas Department of Health’s tobacco prevention program proposals, which would be funded by the state’s 1998 lawsuit settlement with the U.S. tobacco industry. For information, please contact Amy Rossi at 501-371-9678 or aacf@aristotle.net. The publication is available on-line at www.aradvocates.org under “KIDS COUNT Bulletins.”

SOUTH DAKOTA KIDS COUNT recently released its “Trend Report” which provides a picture of South Dakota as compared with its bordering states and the U.S. as a whole, based upon the national indicators of child well-being from the national KIDS COUNT data book. The report includes information on trends in the national composite rank for South Dakota from 1990-1999, as well as five-year intervals for the state and individual counties. For information, please contact Carole Cochran at 605-677-5287 or ccochran@usd.edu.  The publication is available on-line at www.usd.edu/brbinfo/brb/kc. 

Resources and Reports
1) Check out the July 1999 newsletter of the Research Forum on Children, Families and the New Federalism of the National Center for Children in Poverty, which focuses on the effects of welfare reform on children. http://www.researchforum.org/cfm/newsletter.cfm. 

2) The Children’s Partnership’s latest “Next Generation Report” features community organizing and its importance for children and family advocates. http://www.childrenspartnership.org/bbar/next.html. 

3) A recently released study from the University of Michigan finds that American children in two-parent, intact families spend an average of 2.5 hours a day with their fathers on weekdays and 6.2 hours per day on weekends. The study examines the types of activities fathers do with their children during that time together and compares that time with the amount of time fathers spent with their children in the 1970s. For more information contact Diane Swanbrow at 734-647-4416 or swanbrow@umich.edu.

4) The Child Welfare League of America’s Data Analysis System is now on-line. The data system is a free on-line service for child welfare professionals, legislators, the media, students and members of the general public who wish to research statistics on child abuse and neglect and other child welfare indicators.  Access to the data is available through the CWLA web site, http://www.cwla.org.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

·  “The News Media’s Picture of Children: A Five-Year Update and A Focus on Diversity,” reports on the media’s coverage of children’s issues beyond crime and violence. The update notes that there is still sparse coverage devoted to minority children. The publication is available at http://www.childrennow.org/media/picture/index.html. 

· From September 24 through December 10, the Center for Law and Social Policy will be holding seven audio conferences on the theme, “Looking to the Millenium and the Legislature: Revisiting Low-Income Programs.” Topics include welfare, Medicaid expansion, pregnancy prevention, job advancement, child care, child support and job creation. To register for a call, visit CLASP’s web site at http://www.clasp.org/fall99audioconferencebrochure.htm#top.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Cost Effectiveness and Cost Benefits of Early Intervention in Youth Development
In June, Georgia KIDS COUNT staff person Eric Lee posted an inquiry on the list serv about research on the cost effectiveness and cost benefit of early intervention in youth development. He was looking for longitudinal studies that demonstrate savings over time and successful models of corporate contributions to youth development. The following are the list of sources recommended by KIDS COUNT colleagues:

· “Next Steps Toward Quality in Early Care and Education,” a report commissioned by the Early Childhood Funders Collaborative: Anne Mitchell and Rima Shore, September 1998.

· Monographs of the High/Scope Educational Research Foundation No. 12, “Lasting Differences: The High/Scope Preschool Curriculum Comparison Study Through Age 23,” Lawrence Schweinhart and David Weikart.

· Monographs of the High/Scope Educational Research Foundation No. 5, “An Economic Analysis of the Ypsilanti Perry Preschool Project,” C.U. Weber, Foster, and Weikart.

· “Building Blocks: A Legislator’s Guide to Child Care Policy,” National Conference of State Legislatures.

· “Early Childhood Research Institute on Service Utilization: A Multi-site Cost Analysis Study of Early Intervention Services,” Thomas Kochanek, University of North Carolina, Rhode Island College, Center for Family Studies.

· “Are They in Any Real Danger? What Research Does and Doesn’t Tell Us About Child Care Quality and Children’s Well-Being,” Mathmatica Policy Research, Inc., Princeton, N.J., May 1996.
· Rand Corporation, “Investing in Our Children: What We Know and Don’t Know about the Costs and Benefits of Early Childhood Interventions,” Karoly, Lynn, Peter Greenwood, et.al, Santa Monica, CA, 1998.
· “Investing in Families, Prevention, and School Readiness,” Child and Family Policy Center (Iowa) 1996.

