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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Virginia KIDS COUNT Uses “Logo Placement” as Way to Raise Funds 

For the 1999 KIDS COUNT data book, the Action Alliance for Virginia’s Children and Youth launched a “logo placement” campaign to secure ongoing corporate and organizational support for their work. Through a “logo placement” campaign, relationships are developed with corporations and organizations who want to “advertise” their support of KIDS COUNT by paying for logo placement space in the data book.  For this first effort, Virginia secured ten spots and has developed positive relationships with the donors. A major health-related corporation has already placed a “hold” on data pages for ten localities for the next data book.  For more information about “logo placement” and Virginia’s efforts, please contact Lisa Wood at (804) 649-0184 or lisa@vakids.org.
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tennessee commission on children and youth recently released a report entitled “Children’s Program Outcome Review Team 1998 Evaluation Results” that represents an ongoing evaluation process of children in state custody in Tennessee. It provides data on the status of children and “tests” the service system’s performance in improving aspects of the lives of children and families. For more information contact Linda O’Neal, (615) 532-1571 / loneal2@mail.state.tn.us.

CHILD & FAMILY POLICY CENTER (IOWA) published “The ABC’s of Early Childhood: Trends, Information, and Evidence for Use in Developing an Early Childhood System of Care,” which is 

intended as a companion volume to the CFPC-developed Community Empowerment Toolkit.  The report discusses reasons for developing an early childhood system of care and suggests several components that should be present in a comprehensive early childhood care system.  For more information contact Michael Crawford, (515) 280-9027 / mcrawford@cfpciowa.org.  This publication is available online at http://www.cfpciowa.org/empower_toolkit.htm.

CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND - OHIO released its child poverty data book, Working Families: The New Face of Child Poverty in Ohio in September 1999.  Although most poor children in Ohio live in a household with one working parent, there are numerous struggles that those parents face that impact the economic stability of the children.  This report focuses on the fact that many working parents are in jobs that pay too much for them to qualify for basic social services, but not enough to pay for housing, food, health care, and child care.  For more information contact David Norris, (614) 221-2244 / dnorris@cdfohio.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.cdfohio.org/new_faces/Default.htm. 

DELAWARE KIDS COUNT produced Kids Voices Count: Listening to Delaware’s Children Talk About Factors for Success. This report provides insight into the teen perspective on success.  High school journalism students conducted interviews and wrote the articles which appear in this booklet.  Information on “internal” and “external” assets appear as sidebars throughout.  For more information, contact Terry Schooley, (302) 831-4966 / terrys@udel.edu.

CITIZEN’S FOR MISSOURI’S CHILDREN has developed a policy brief entitled, “Missouri Earned Income Tax Credit,” which discusses the problem of working poor families in Missouri.  The brief explains federal and state EITC, addressing criticisms voiced by adversaries of EITC.  For more information, contact Ruth Ehresman, (314) 647-2003) / ruth@fastrans.net.

Resources and Reports
1) The Aspen Institute’s Nonprofit Sector Research Fund published a study called “Nonprofits and the Press: Strategies for Making News in California,” by Tom Martens. The study highlights the issues newspapers feel are “hot” for their readers, including: how people are involved with nonprofits that solve local problems; how nonprofits provide unique services to local communities; what innovative work is being done by volunteers in nonprofits; and, how government’s service provision role is changing and how this impacts the nonprofit sector.  To get a free copy of the study, contact NSRF at (202) 736-5838 or email nsrf@aspeninst.org.

2) Child Trends has launched a new research brief series, beginning with an issue entitled “Working Poor Families with Children: A Statistical Portrait.” The brief examines this population of families in 1996, as welfare reform was being enacted.  The publication is available on-line at http://www.childtrends.org/newswort.htm.

3) The Progressive Policy Institute and Public/Private Ventures has examined ten big states and their transportation strategies for welfare to work.  The study determines that public transit is too limited to aid the working poor and recommends the expanded use of cars by welfare leavers trying to gain access to jobs.  The report makes recommendations as to the eligibility for transportation assistance based upon income, not current or recent receipt of welfare benefits. For a copy of the report, click on http://www.dlcppi.org/texts/social/transportation.htm.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· According to the Census Bureau, as of October 1997, more than one-fourth of U.S. residents were enrolled in regular schools leading to a high school diploma or college degree. This included 4.5 million in preschools, 32.4 million in elementary schools, 15.8 million in high schools and 15.4 million in colleges. Preschool education has become quite popular. Nearly half (48%) of 3 and 4 year olds were enrolled in nursery school as of October 1997, up from 5 percent in 1964. For the full report, see http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/school.html.  Also from the Census Bureau is a report on school spending. The Census reports that the average amount spent on education by the 50 states and D.C. in 1996 was $5,656 per pupil. In addition, school districts invested $18.7 billion in school construction nationwide in 1996.

· On SEPTEMBER 15, 1999, a call for abstracts will be issued for the Surgeon General’s Conference on Oral Health, “Face of a Child.” The conference will be held in Washington, D.C. on June 12-13, 2000. For more information or to receive a call-for-abstracts form, go online at http://www.nidcr.nih.gov/sgr/children/children.htm.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Gender Differences of Interest to KIDS COUNT
Recently, Rick Brandon of Washington KIDS COUNT posted a question on the list serv about locating aggregate data on the needs and challenges of boys and girls, so they could analyze the different outcomes experienced by each gender.  Other KIDS COUNTers thought this was a great idea, noting that some interesting issues could be raised by such analysis.  In Michigan, gender patterns have been highlighted on some indicators, such as teen injury deaths, performance on standardized tests for math, responses to selected questions on the youth risk behavior survey, and abuse/neglect substantiations for ages 10-14.  Indiana KIDS COUNT used to conduct Indiana Youth polls (until 1994) which produced some interesting differences between boys and girls on their perceptions of support for boys’ and girls’ athletics, work patterns, attitudes, friendships, etc.  Now, some of Indiana’s administrative data is compiled by gender, but most are not.  Issues that could be interesting to address by gender include data on suspensions, corporal punishment, advanced placement classes. Boys, particularly African-American boys, are over-represented among those receiving suspensions, etc. and under-represented in areas such as gifted and talented programs and completion of advanced placement courses.  These data are

available from the Office of Civil Rights, Department of Education, which collects the data by survey, not every year. Judith Erickson of Indiana KIDS COUNT notes that the 1997 data are expected soon. 

