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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Nevada KIDS COUNT Successfully Obtains State Support

Raising funds to support KIDS COUNT can be a difficult challenge, particularly when you are trying to obtain those funds from state government. It often takes a “legislative champion” to make new or continued state appropriations a reality. And Nevada KIDS COUNT has its champion in State Senator Ray Rawson. Senator Rawson has proclaimed that the Nevada KIDS COUNT project has been so valuable that Nevada should never again be without it. To that end, Senator Rawson sponsored and successfully obtained a state appropriation for the Nevada KIDS COUNT project. They will receive $50,000 during state fiscal year 2000 and $100,000 during state fiscal year 20001 to continue their efforts. For more information about obtaining state appropriations, please contact Marlys Morton at (702) 368-1533 or marlys@vegas.infi.net.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

HUMAN SERVICES POLICY CENTER (WASHINGTON) In January 1999, Washington KIDS COUNT published Alcohol, Tobacco and Substance Abuse and Washington Children.  This report, prepared for the Washington Division of Alcohol and Substance Abuse, presents data showing that alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs pervade the lives of Washington’s parents and children at all ages. The data indicates the problem is so severe “as to set an expectation for children that substance abuse is part of the normal routine of life.”  However, the report also presents data showing the impacts of preventing and treating substance abuse. For more information, contact Richard Brandon at (206) 685-7613 / brandon@u.washington.edu.  The publication is available at no cost on-line at http://hspc.org/publications.html. 

KANSAS ACTION FOR CHILDREN produced The Kansas Teen Report in September 1999, which reports on the educational, economic, safety and health related issues pertaining specifically to adolescents in Kansas. It reviews how teens are meeting the challenges they face and contains some positive findings about the direction in which Kansas youth are heading. For more information contact Gary Brunk, (785) 232-0550 / brunk@kac.org.  The publication is not yet available on-line. 
ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES has developed Welfare Reform and SSI: The Effects, a brief report that focuses on the increased number of Arkansas children receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI), cash benefits to low-income families who have children with disabilities, in the wake of welfare reform.  After Arkansas became the focus of national attention for its significant increases in the number of children receiving SSI in 1995, a national effort was launched to alter how children qualified for SSI benefits. This report documents the changes that resulted in SSI and the potential causes of the increased number of Arkansas children receiving these benefits.  For more information contact Paul Kelly at (501) 371-9678 / aacf@aristotle.net.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.aradvocates.org/welfarereform.
Resources and Reports
1) New 50-state data is now available on TANF categorical eligibility provisions at the web site of the State Policy Documentation Project (SPDP), a joint project of the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities and the Center for Law and Social Policy, http://www.spdp.org. Categorical eligibility rules for TANF cash assistance include treatment of two-parent families, pregnant women, and non-parent caretakers; the definition of minor child; and assistance unit rules on siblings and non-siblings. Still to come are data on the states’ financial eligibility rules for TANF cash assistance. Later in 1999, data on state TANF time limits, work activities and requirements, sanction provisions, child care, and child support policies will be posted. For more information, contact Terri Feeley at NACA at (202)289-0777, ext. 203 or feeley@childadvocacy.org.

2) Northwestern University and the University of Chicago’s Joint Center for Poverty Research has begun a policy brief series to broaden the dissemination of poverty-related research. A recent brief, entitled “Measuring Poverty – A New Approach,” reviews the flaws in the current official U.S. poverty measure and introduces some background on the new poverty measure recommended by the National Research Council. To receive the policy brief series, sign-up online at www.jcpr.org/policy_subscription.html or via email at jcpr@uchicago.edu.

3) The Casey Journalism Center for Children and Families just released a new report on the conference, “Beyond Mommy Wars and Deadly Day Care: New Ways to Cover Child Care, Early Learning, and Brain Development.” The report highlights the themes that emerged from conference discussions and includes some exciting angles that reporters can follow in order to get child care stories on the map.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The Berkeley Media Studies Group recently published “News for a Change: An Advocates Guide to Working with the Media,” that provides suggestions and clear examples for using the news media as an organizing tool. Contact Sage Publications at (805) 499-9774. The cost is $29.95 plus $3.50 shipping and handling. 

· The U.S. Census reports that for the first time since 1980, the poverty rate for children has dropped below 20%.  The number of poor children decreased from 14.1 million in 1997 to 13.5 million in 1998. Still, 54.8% of children under age 6 who live in a female-headed household live in poverty; that’s more than five times the rate for children under 6 in married-couple families (10.1%). Check out http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/income98.html for income data and http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/povty98.html for poverty data.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Data Book User Surveys Discussed by Network
At various times, a question is posted on the list serv about the use of data book surveys. There are mixed reactions about the value of doing such as survey because the response rates tend to be extremely low. However, surveys have been used by KIDS COUNT projects in a variety of ways and with many purposes. Perhaps the experiences of others will help guide your use of this evaluation tool.

South Dakota has been including a survey in their data books since 1994. And although the response rate is not always what they had hoped, they have been able to use the feedback from users to improve how the book can be helpful to its readers. In order to get the “biggest bang” from the survey, South Dakota targets the survey to people who are not on their project’s mailing list. Only those who return the survey are assured of receiving a copy of next year’s book, which is a strategy that has worked quite well. The survey is also printed on colored paper, which separates it from the other pages of the book.   In Hawaii, a user survey was used twice – in 1995 and 1997. The first time, the purpose was to better understand who used the book, why, and which parts were most helpful. The second survey was focused on who would access the data on the web and whether an executive summary would meet their needs rather than the full book. Once again, response rates were poor, but the information received was valuable nonetheless.  Oklahoma included a brief form in the back of their book in 1997, but received less than a 1% return rate. They asked for contact information, whether the reader was interested in the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Leadership program and asked what changes they would recommend. Texas also used a brief survey to ascertain information about people who are interested in their custom reports or their web site. Response was light, but they were able to gather enough information to create a list of the kinds of organizations that use their materials.  For more information and copies of the user surveys utilized by your KIDS COUNT colleagues, contact Debbie Morgan at (202) 289-0777, ext. 220 or morgan@childadvocacy.org.

