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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Michigan KIDS COUNT Gets Data Into the Communities

KIDS COUNT in Michigan is a partnership between Michigan’s Children and the Michigan League for Human Services. These organizations have worked closely with local Michigan communities to use the data in their annual book to advance children’s issues on the local level. In Flint/Genesee County, a community roundtable group released the data book, which brought attention to critical issues in Flint and Genesee County and helped propel the community to focus on planning, prioritization and community advocacy. In Grand Rapids/Kent County, the Child and Family Resource Council (CFRC) provided leadership in discussing strategies for generating community interest in the findings of the data book.  Kent County not only arranged for media coverage of the release, but focused on the use of data in advocacy and programming at the local level.  To further disseminate the data, CFRC and other partners organized a conference called, Standing In With Children: KIDS COUNT Data Conference, which was held in September, 1999.  And in Detroit/Wayne County, a county-wide press event to release the data book was organized by the Skillman Foundation, the City of Detroit, the Detroit Public Schools, United Way, and several youth serving agencies. Local middle school-aged youth participated in the event, drawing attention to the theme of the 1999 book, which was early adolescence.  For more information about generating community involvement in KIDS COUNT work in Michigan, please contact Michele Corey at (517) 485-3500 or Jane Zehnder-Merrell at (517) 487-5436.
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GEORGIANS FOR CHILDREN published “Corporate Tax Credits Considered for Social Policy” in September 1999, which explores the use of corporate tax credits to implement social policy at the state level, particularly those tax credits that affect families and children.   In Georgia, two family-related tax credits were considered by the Georgia legislature, an income tax credit for employer provided or sponsored child care and a welfare to work tax credit.  The analysis provided in this report highlights the intended consequences and limitations of each of the two tax credits, as well as alternative approaches.  For a copy or more information contact Eric Lee at (404) 365-8948 / leegfc@mindspring.com.

This publication is not available on-line.
CITIZENS FOR MISSOURI’S CHILDREN In September 1999, Missouri KIDS COUNT produced “Early Learning Counts: Using Data to Improve Early Care and Education in Missouri.” This publication reviews the importance of early learning, what constitutes quality early learning, analyzes the status of Missouri’s early learning system, and discusses how to use data to build an effective system for early care and education of Missouri’s children.  In response to statewide need, a project called ELIOT (Early Learning Information On-line Together) was started to collect data on early learning and make it accessible to people who might use the information. These data, in addition to real stories, are utilized to demonstrate how data can serve as a building block for early learning.  For a copy or more information, contact Ruth Ehresman at (314) 647-2003 / ruth@fastrans.net. This publication is not available on-line.

VOICES FOR CHILDREN IN NEBRASKA has developed “Douglas County: Child Health Check,” which

offers a snapshot of the health of Douglas County, Nebraska children and youth, using indicators critical to child health promotion. The report was prepared for Nebraska’s Child Health Clinics, which observe child health problems in their clinics that may act as a sentinel to identifying emerging conditions or issues that require further study.  The report also raises awareness about the need for local data to assist communities in appropriate and timely analysis of child health problems for planning purposes.  For more information contact Kathy Bigsby Moore at (402) 597-3100 / voices@uswest.net. This publication is not available on-line.

KENTUCKY YOUTH ADVOCATES, INC. published “Expanded Gambling in Kentucky: A Smart Bet for Our Kids?” in September 1999. This fiscal policy brief examines the issue of casino-style gambling in Kentucky and the impact of such an effort on children living in poverty or near poverty.  The report reviews the economic and social costs and benefits of such a proposal, as well as an analysis of kids as gamblers or the victims of the gambling of others.  For more information, contact Douglas Hall (502) 875-4865.  This publication is available at no cost on-line at http://www.kyyouth.org/taxandbudget.html.

Resources and Reports
1) AmeriStat, a new one-stop source for U.S. population data developed by the Population Reference Bureau, features data from the 1998 October CPS on marriage and family, race and ethnicity, new findings on school enrollment, the gender gap on high school dropouts and crowded classrooms. Check out the data at http://www.ameristat.org.

2) The Institute for Women’s Policy Research has developed “Welfare Reform Research: A Resource Guide for Researchers and Advocates.” It provides a set of tools to assist advocates who want to use research to improve policies affecting low-income women. Included is an annotated bibliography of resources for conducting research, web sites, data sources and survey instruments, selected survey questions from recent studies, etc. The Guide is available from IWPR at (202) 785-1921.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· Grantmakers in Aging has put together a tool kit for funders and fundraisers that focuses on grantmaking for the aging population, but includes strategies and resources benefiting children, including intergenerational initiatives, education across ages, and community building. After November 25, the toolkit will be available online at www.gu.org. 

· The Public Health Policy Advisory Board data book on “Health and the American Child” is now online. This comprehensive overview examines the leading causes of death among America’s children and adolescents and reviews social factors and cost-effective interventions. Check out http://www.phpab.org/PDF/phpab1.html.

· The latest report on hunger and food insecurity from the U.S. Department of Agriculture indicates that hunger still threatens three million U.S. households with children – which is 9.7 percent nationwide. For more information, go to http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/1999/10/0414.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

Healthy People 2000 Indicators Provide Another Way of Reviewing Child Well-Being
Jane Zehnder-Merrell of Michigan KIDS COUNT asked fellow KIDS COUNTers for feedback on the use of maternal and child health indicators from Healthy People 2000 (HP 2000) as another way of reviewing child-well being.  Several colleagues use these types of national benchmarks to help gauge progress over time.  However, most KIDS COUNTers responded that their states have not achieved the goals, and some states have even gotten worse over the decade. Indiana has compared health-related data to the HP 2000 objectives on and off for several years. One data presentation strategy they have used is bar graphs on indicators such as low birthweight, first trimester care, etc. with the HP 2000 goal as a line on the graph.   In Arkansas, they also use the HP 2000 indicators and benchmarks as a part of their annual data book.  And yet, they struggle with the fact that they do not have good data, or any data at all, on approximately 35% of the indicators.

In 1992, New Mexico KIDS COUNT published the HP 2000 goals in their data book.  Now, in their 2000 data book, they will revisit those goals, show where New Mexico is, provide some discussion about what happened during the 90s and what needs to happen in the future to turn things around.  Iowa KIDS COUNT concurs that many states have probably not realized many of the goals in HP2000, just as many have not reached the 2000 National Education Goals. However, they note that it is important to use these benchmarks as a way to reflect on where we are and why we need a new, real commitment to children and families.

