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Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Develops Native American Leadership Activities

This year, the Oklahoma KIDS COUNT Partnership employed a Native American Americorps Promise Fellow to work part-time on developing a division called Tribal KIDS COUNT. Research indicates that there is a need among Native American communities to improve data collection, analysis and reporting on children and youth indicators, as well as a need to strengthen and increase child and youth advocacy efforts. The initial focus of the project will be to develop a pilot leadership class focused on one tribe. The Tribal KIDS COUNT Leadership program will be similar to the KIDS COUNT Leaders program that the Oklahoma Institute for Child Advocacy has been conducting to mobilize communities for many years. For more information about engaging Native American tribes in data-based advocacy, please contact Marlo Nash at (405) 236-5437 / marlonash@oica.org.

Use of Neighborhood Maps Aids South Carolina KIDS COUNT in Delivering Its Message

South Carolina KIDS COUNT, with the assistance of the Budget and Control Board’s Office of Research and Statistics, created a series of color-coded maps depicting neighborhoods of impoverishment and vulnerability.  The maps  incorporated three variables into a simple index: percent of children below poverty, percent of adults without a high school degree, and percent of children living in single-parent families. All data for the maps used 1990 Census data and were generated using SAS-graph.  At press briefings, media representatives were provided these maps, which portrayed the risk factor index for both census tracts and block groups (average of approximately 1,000 persons).  For more information about South Carolina’s mapping, please contact Baron Holmes at (803) 734-2291 / bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

PENNSYLVANIA PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILDREN produced “Taxing Pennsylvania: A Family-Focused Overview of Pennsylvania Taxes” in October 1999. The report is designed to provide an understanding of the state’s tax system and its impact on children and their families. It examines the taxes paid by Pennsylvania families in context within a broadly structured revenue system. Three family-friendly tax strategies are recommended to assist parents in devoting more resources to their children’s growth and healthy development.  For more information, please contact Martha Bergsten, (717) 236-5680 / bergsten@papartnerships.org.

ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES recently published “Arkansas Ahead of Nation in Feeding Hungry.”  This brief analysis of food insecurity and hunger in Arkansas reports data on school feeding and food stamp programs, as well as hunger statistics by race, ethnicity, household income, and composition of household.  The report also reviews the impact of food stamp participation after welfare reform.  For more information, please contact Rich Huddleston, (501) 371-9678 / rhuddleston@aristotle.net.
CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND - MINNESOTA  In October 1999, Minnesota KIDS COUNT released “Measuring the Economic Well-Being of Families and Children: 1999.”  This report, a joint project of CDF-Minnesota and Congregations Concerned for Children-Child Advocacy Network, focuses on the economic context in which children and families live. It tracks indicators such as employment, wages, tax base, and government spending for Minnesota as a whole and the eleven economic development regions.  The publication is intended to serve as a resource for policy makers at the city, county, and state level, as well as community advocates, parents and those who work with children.  Data for individual counties is available on the web site at http://www.cdf-mn.org.  Copies of the book are available for $5, plus $1 shipping and handling by calling 1-888-870-1402. For more information, please contact Diane Benjamin at (612) 227-6121 / benjamin@cdf-mn.org.
Resources and Reports
1) The Benton Foundation has developed an on-line “Best Practices Toolkit” for non-profit practitioners who want to make the most of communications technology to achieve social change.  The toolkit is organized into sections, e.g., planning, implementation and evaluation; organizing and advocacy tools; technology funding for non-profits; and technical assistance.  Check out this very useful resource at http://www.benton.org/practice/toolkit.

2) Child Trends, Inc. has developed a new quarterly newsletter to keep the children’s community up-to-date on major developments within the field of child and youth indicators. The newsletter, called “The Child Indicator,” can be found at http://www.childtrends.org/w_welcome.cfm.

3) A new issue brief from the National Governors’ Association addresses the challenges and opportunities for CHIP retention and re-enrollment. The issue brief is available on-line at http://www.nga.org/Pubs/IssueBriefs/1999/Sum990916SCHIP.asp.

4) A second CHIP-related issue brief by the Alpha Center, with support from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, provides innovative ideas for the re-certification process of CHIP. Copies of the report, “State Initiatives in Health Care Reform,” No. 32, September 1999, can be obtained from  the Alpha Center at (202) 296-1825 or si@ac.org.

5) Goldman Sachs has formed a new foundation, which will initially focus on programs to help improve academic performance and lifelong achievement by middle and high school students. For more information, go to http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/991208/ny_goldman_1.html.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The National Education Goals Panel reports mixed achievements in reaching benchmarks set in the Education 2000 Goals. The Panel’s report provides national data and charts the states on each of the goals. See http://www.negp.gov.

· Quick-access to the data from the “Juvenile Offenders and Victims: 1999 National Report” can be found at http://www.ncjrs.org/jjvict.htm#178992.

· The GAO reports that despite significant government spending on child care, low income families still struggle to find care for infants and toddlers, children with special needs, and care during nights and weekends. The report, “Early Childhood Programs and Services for Low-Income Families,” can be found at http://www.gao.gov/new.items/he00011.pdf.

· The Census Bureau recently released “Trends in Premarital Childbearing: 1930 to 1994,” which finds the proportion of first births conceived out-of-wedlock to women aged 15 to 29 has nearly tripled, from 18% in the early 1930s to 53% in the early 1990s.  You can see the report at http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/fertility.html.

KIDS COUNT in Dialogue

KIDS COUNT List Serv Activity Declining
In recent months, there has been a decline in the use of the KIDS COUNT list serv as a mechanism for asking questions and advice of colleagues and sharing information about KIDS COUNT work. Since the holidays are a busy time for everyone, and many KIDS COUNT projects release their data books between November and February, it is not unexpected to see the list serv slightly less active. However, hopefully each of you continues to find the list serv a useful tool for discussing the most pressing issues of your work.  If you have comments or suggestions for improving the way in which the list serve is used, please feel free to contact Debbie Morgan at (202) 289-0777, ext. 220 or morgan@childadvocacy.org.

