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Oregon KIDS COUNT Rallies the Public to Raise the Grade for Kids

For the first time, Oregon KIDS COUNT incorporated a response card with the release of their 1999 Report Card on the Status of Oregon’s Children. The response card asks the citizens of Oregon what they believe needs to be done to “raise the grade” for children in the state.  It also offers citizens the opportunity to identify one thing they would want to do to make life better for Oregon’s kids. The cards have been distributed with the Report Cards to all children’s libraries across the state, as well as to members and friends of Children First for Oregon.  The responses from the cards are being compiled for a special media release as a follow-up story to the Report Card.  For more information about engaging the public in your KIDS COUNT work, please contact Tonia Hunt, Children First for Oregon, at (503) 294-1456 / HN3156@handsnet.org.

Hawaii KIDS COUNT Employs Innovative Strategies to Ensure Use of Data

One of the hallmarks of KIDS COUNT is the effort to ensure that credible data on the condition of children is utilized in all levels of policy making and program development.  Hawaii KIDS COUNT has employed two innovative strategies that get data in the hands of the public, policy makers and practitioners. For the first time, a community interfaith Children’s Sabbath was organized during Children and Youth Month in Hawaii, involving Christian, Buddhist, Jewish, Bahai, Muslim and Hindu representatives. Materials were developed specifically for the Children’s Sabbath that presented data about Hawaii’s children, coupled with information about what faith communities could do to help children and their families.  Additionally, Hawaii KIDS COUNT has developed a quiz called “Test Your I.Q. About Hawaii’s Kids,” which provides a unique and user-friendly means of communicating important data on the condition of Hawaii’s children.  The quiz is successfully used in workshops and presentations throughout the state and is highlighted on the reverse side of KIDS COUNT Fact Sheets. For more information about these strategies, contact Marcia Hartsock at (808) 956-4136 / marciah@hawaii.edu.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

RHODE ISLAND KIDS COUNT has released “Building an Early Care and Education System in Rhode Island,” a special report that was developed through the Carnegie Corporation of New York’s Starting Points Initiative.  The publication serves as a blueprint for action and participation by policy makers and community leaders on how to create a bold and innovative approach to high quality early care and education.  It identifies elements of a high quality system, and highlights efforts within Rhode Island to improve child care affordability, accessibility and quality.  It describes model programs and strategies for public and private investment, as well as opportunities for action.  For more information, contact Liz Tobin Tyler, (401) 351-9400. This publication is not available on-line.

CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND – OHIO’s latest report, “New Faces, Working Families: Child Health Insurance Works for Ohio Families “ was relased in January 2000. It praises Ohio's success in enrolling more than 150,000 children in Healthy Start/Medicaid over the past two years but points to a dated and cumbersome application system as an unnecessary barrier to enrollment. The report details recommendations to improve the enrollment process, and profiles four Ohio working families whose children are enrolled in Healthy Start/Medicaid.  For more information contact David Norris, (614)221-2244 /  dnorris@cdfohio.org. The publication, and supplemental information including county enrollment figures and projections, are available on-line at http://www.cdfohio.org/new_faces/CHIP_2000/default.htm. 

UTAH CHILDREN In November, 1999, Utah KIDS COUNT produced “Children’s Mental Health in Utah,” an issue brief that provides an overview of the mental health problems of children and adolescents in Utah.  Recommendations for coordinating services and systems of care, and a review of the barriers to improving mental health in Utah are also examined.  The report articulates a set of action steps that stakeholders can take to improve children’s mental health. For more information, contact Terry Haven, (801) 364-1182 / terryh@utahchildren.net.  This publication is not available on-line. 
CITIZENS FOR MISSOURI’S CHILDREN produced “Health Care Counts: Barriers to MC+ Coverage for St. Louis Children,” a report that details the barriers families face in enrolling children in MC+, Missouri’s publicly-funded health insurance program for children. It identifies the ways in which local community outreach and enrollment efforts can mobilize to increase the number of children in St. Louis with health insurance. The publication also examines state policies that are barriers to enrollment and suggests solutions for policy.  For more information, contact Ruth Ehresman, (314) 644-2003 / ruth@fastrans.net.  This publication is not available on-line.
ACTION ALLIANCE FOR VIRGINIA’S CHILDREN & YOUTH published “An Overview: Children and Violence” in December 1999. This brief report examines the lives of young people as they are affected by violence, particularly violence by other youth.  It outlines key risk factors for violence, and reviews data and solutions on violence-related topics such as bullying, violence in schools, guns, violence in the media, family violence, gangs, and substance abuse.  For more information, contact Lisa Wood (804) 649-0184 / lisa@vakids.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.vakids.org.
Resources and Reports
1) “Medicaid Eligibility Maze: Coverage Expands, But Enrollment Problems Persist” was released by the Urban Institute’s Assessing the New Federalism Project in December 1999. The report looks at five states that are facing common problems in maintaining Medicaid enrollment for low-income children and their parents. The five states are: California, Colorado, Florida, Minnesota, and Wisconsin. The report can be found at http://newfederalism.urban.org/html/occa30.html.

2) A new research brief from Child Trends, Inc. looks at parents’ health habits, physical health, access to health care, and the policy implications of these findings. The report, entitled “The Health Behaviors of American Parents: Implications for Children,” finds that large numbers of parents at all income levels take part in risky behaviors that are harmful to their own health and likely to harm the health of their children. The Brief is located at http://www.childtrends.org/r_resbrief.cfm. 

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The tenth annual report from the Maternal and Child Health Bureau offers key information on children’s health and health care. Data is provided separately for infants, children, and adolescents.  Call 1-888-434-4MCH for a free hard copy. 

· A new report from the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities indicates that since 1995, higher employment and wages, along with the expansion of the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), have lifted many children out of poverty. However, there has been a comparable decrease in enrollment in the food stamp program.  The report, “Recent Changes in the Impact of the Safety Net on Child Poverty,” concludes that this will result in reduced cash assistance for poor families with children and that more working families will be pushed into poverty.  For more information, check out http://www.cbpp.org/12-23-99wel.htm.

· According to an issue brief from the National Center for Children in Poverty, some states have begun to use their increased flexibility and surplus TANF funds to strengthen low-income families.  The brief, called “Promoting the Well-being of Children and Families in Welfare Reform,” identifies four key strategies  for investing TANF funds in programs and services to support low-income families.  Examples from different states are provided to illustrate the success of such strategies. For more information, check out http://cpmcnet.columbia.edu/dept/nccp/beyond.html.
