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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Utah’s Advocacy Academy and Advocacy-in-a-Box Train Individuals to Be A KIDS COUNT Leader

In July 1998, Utah Children held their first Advocacy Academy, a special training for individuals interested in learning how to use and interpret statistics on child well-being, as well as develop advocacy skills and knowledge. The training also included “Advocacy-in-a-Box,” a specialized outreach tool that Utah Children developed to aid individuals in presenting children’s data and policy information. The box is filled with props representing all the things a child needs, as well as a script for the presenter and multiple copies of handouts on children’s data. Each participant in the Academy signs a contract detailing the activities in which they will participate as a KIDS COUNT Leader, including: presenting at least two presentations in their community, being a resource on children’s issues, helping distribute national and state data books, carrying out one advocacy strategy in their community during the year, and helping to organize a visit by Utah Children staff to their community.  Utah has now trained 60 KIDS COUNT Leaders throughout the state and has begun to regularly communicate with current and past Leaders through a bi-monthly newsletter. For more information, please contact Terry Haven, Utah Children, (801) 364-1182 / terryh@utahchildren.net.
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SOUTH CAROLINA BUDGET & CONTROL BOARD recently published “Young Adults in South Carolina: A Comprehensive Report on the Lives of South Carolinians Ages 18 to 29.” This first edition, which is designed as a background document, reports on young adults in South Carolina reports on their condition in terms of economics, family, education, crime and health. In spring 2000, county reports will be produced and available on the web site at http://www.ors.state.sc.us.  For more information contact, S. Baron Holmes, (803) 734-2291 / bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us. 

NEW MEXICO ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES latest brief, “Kids and Guns: A Deadly Combination,” examines child deaths as a result of firearm injury in New Mexico. New Mexico has one of the highest child and teen death rates in the country, as well as one of the highest firearm death rates in the nation for children under age 19.  For more information, contact Alice Otero, (505) 244-9505 / kcount@nm.net. 

WISCONSIN COUNCIL ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES In January 2000, Wisconsin released “From the Front Lines: Milwaukee’s Child Welfare Community Speaks Out.” This report is a qualitative analysis of the people who work in or with the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare. It focuses on their experiences and perspectives regarding the new child welfare system in Milwaukee during the project’s first year. At the conclusion, recommendations are suggested for system improvement.  For more information, contact Martha Cranley, (608) 284-0580 / mcranley@wccf.org.
ASSOCATION FOR CHILDREN OF NEW JERSEY published “Working – But Still Poor in New Jersey” in September 1999.  Even in the best economic times New Jersey has ever seen, too many children live in poverty. This special report examines why so many children continue to live in poverty, even as more parents move off of welfare and unemployment is at an all-time low. The report provides critical information about what it means to be working but poor and how federal and state policies are attempting to assist this group of working poor families.  For more information contact Eloisa Hernandez, (973) 643-3876 / eloisa@acnj.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.acnj.org/Information_Data.htm#Working_But_Poor.

CHILD AND FAMILY POLICY CENTER (IOWA) produced “Child Care and Education – Responding to the Changing Workforce.” This report provides information on Iowa’s performance in allocating resources to early care and education.  It provides trend data on the demand for child care in Iowa, an analysis of gaps and needs in its child care system, and comparisons of Iowa’s public policies concerning child care with those of other states.  For more information, please contact Michael Crawford, (515) 280-9027 / mcrawford@cfpciowa.org.
Resources and Reports
· A new study by Yale and the University of California researchers finds that early learning among young children is threatened as millions of women move off welfare and into jobs.  Single mothers, now under pressure to leave home and go to work are finding only mediocre child care, undermining their children’s development.  For a copy of the report, go to http://pace.Berkeley.edu/earlyed.html. 

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

1. For a good overview of the latest national statistics on topics like per-pupil spending or drop-out rates, check out the National Education Association’s “American Education Statistics at a Glance.” http://www.nea.org/publiced/edstats/statsata.html.

2. The February 2000 issue of Pediatrics includes an article entitled “Incidence and Costs of 1987-1994 Childhood Injuries: Demographic Breakdowns,” which finds that approximately 1 in 4 children are injured each year. The risk for nonfatal injury increases with age. For more information, see http://www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/abstract/105/2/e27.

3. The National Youth Tobacco Survey, released by the Centers for Disease Control, found that 1 in 8 (12.8%) middle-schoolers report using tobacco in some form in the last month.  Tobacco use was more prevalent among high school students (34.8%). Check out http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media/mmwrnews/n2k0128.htm.

4. A new report from the Brookings Institute, entitled “Children and Cities,” compares life experiences, risk factors, and outcomes for children growing up in rural, suburban and urban centers. See http://www.brookings.org/es/urban/sawhill.pdf.

KIDS COUNT In Dialogue
Race and Ethnicity Issues Gain Steam After KIDS COUNT Conference Discussions
Eloisa Hernandez of New Jersey KIDS COUNT posted a question on the list serv about the challenges inherent in reporting data on Hispanics by county.  In particular, New Jersey was interested in advice about partnerships with ethnic groups and the pros and cons of breaking down data by ethnicity and race. A number of KIDS COUNT colleagues responded, providing information about their reports on race and ethnicity and lessons learned from their experiences.   For example, Iowa recently assembled some data on the “new” minority population in the state and invited a group of people of color together to review it and suggest how to present it.  The meeting was well-received and the group will continue to meet to develop a strategy for using the data.  Washington identified some of the problems they have encountered in working with different data sources on the Hispanic population.  The definition of Hispanic varies depending upon the data source. The U.S. Census, for example, classifies citizens into different categories according to race.  Since Hispanic is an ethnic term, Hispanics are classified as both whites and blacks. This can result in double counting among the different racial/ethnic groups.  Minnesota noted that birth data can be quite tricky.  For instance, many health professionals identify infants by the race of the mother when completing the birth certificate.  This can be problematic in the case of a multiracial child. In addition, school data can be questionable, because some districts rely on the teachers to look at the children and guess their race and ethnicity.  Minnesota also pointed out that the age of the data is an ongoing problem.  Since many communities are in a dynamic, rapidly-changing ethnic environment, it is difficult to use data from ten years ago.  Eloisa concurred that the face of Latinos in New Jersey is far more diverse than that of 1990, and these “new” Hispanics face different issues than the traditional Puerto Ricans and Cubans that migrated to the state several decades ago.  In order to accommodate for that discrepancy, New Jersey KIDS COUNT will be conducting a survey for organizations that serve Hispanic communities. When the survey is complete, perhaps New Jersey KIDS COUNT will share it with the network!

