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South Carolina KIDS COUNT Maps Data at the Sub-County Level

South Carolina KIDS COUNT and its data manager in the state Office of Research and Statistics (ORS) have devoted considerable energy to developing data at the sub-county level. For the past four years, ORS has been developing address files for every county in the state that allow geo-coding of data files. South Carolina KIDS COUNT worked behind-the-scenes to ensure that the state allocated funds to ORS for the mapping software needed to accompany the data files.  Using the geo-mapping capability, ORS is now able to display indicators at the neighborhood level, as long as accurate address records are available. With this new capability, they have mapped numerous sub-county level indicators that draw attention to areas of need at the neighborhood level.  For example, they have mapped TANF Family Independence clients, local day care facilities, public transportation routes, and social workers’ caseload locations in order to plan services to enable TANF clients to work.  Similarly, ORS has mapped infant mortality, low-birthweight, inadequate prenatal care, and births to teens, single mothers, and mothers with limited education for the South Carolina Healthy Start project.   Currently, KIDS COUNT is working with the state’s First Steps Initiative to provide maps of vulnerability and stress at the block group level and to present data by school for the rates of children not ready for first grade. For more information, please contact S. Baron Holmes, South Carolina Budget & Control Board, (803) 734-2291 / bholmes@ogc.state.sc.us.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

MICHIGAN’S CHILDREN recently released “Facts about Child Abuse and Neglect in Michigan: Trends in Complaints, Investigations and Substantiations,” a fact sheet that examines data on reports of suspected child abuse and neglect between 1991 and 1998.  It also reviews some of the causes for any changes in reports during that time period and offers an analysis of the new system for classifying child abuse and neglect in Michigan.  For more information, please contact Michele Corey, (517) 485-3500 / corey.michele@michiganschildren.org.

VERMONT CHILDREN’S FORUM has published the “2000 Campaign Addendum for Children and Youth” as a companion piece to the “Campaign Agenda for Children and Youth,” which was released in January 1999. Public meetings were held throughout the state to ascertain the issues regarding children and youth that are of importance for Vermonters.  The document outlines the five issues of interest (economic well-being, health, education, youth, and child and family support) and identifies priorities to be addressed through the legislature.  For more information, please contact Carlen Finn, (802) 229-6377 / vtcyf@together.net.
BUSINESS RESEARCH BUREAU (SOUTH DAKOTA) In January, South Dakota KIDS COUNT produced “Teens and Motor Vehicle Crashes: Facts on Kids in South Dakota.” This issue brief takes an in-depth look at the indicator of teens and motor vehicle crashes, which is the major cause of death for children and teens.  South Dakota has implemented a new licensing law, providing stricter levels of licensing than had ever existed before. Until recently, fourteen-year-olds were able to drive under restricted hours without another licensed driver present or without the benefit of driver education or instruction.  For more information, please contact Carole Cochran (605) 677-5287 / ccochran@usd.edu.

WISCONSIN COUNCIL ON CHILDREN & FAMILIES published “From the Front Lines: Milwaukee’s Child Welfare Community Speaks Out” in January 2000. This report is a qualitative analysis of the people who work in or with the Bureau of Milwaukee Child Welfare. It focuses on their experiences and perspectives regarding the new child welfare system in Milwaukee during the project’s first year. For more information, contact Martha Cranley, (608) 284-0580 / mcranley@wccf.org.

Resources and Reports
· On March 8th, the Urban Institute’s Assessing the New Federalism project released three policy briefs on child care based upon the 1997 NSAF data. The briefs focus on child care arrangements, the number of hours children spend in care, and the number of multiple child care arrangements. There is state-specific data for AL, CA, FL, MA, MI, MN, MS, NJ, NY, TX, WA, and WI.  For each state, there are fact sheets that compare the state with the national averages for all indicators included in the briefs.  Your state can help stimulate some media activity around these issues by circulating the fact sheets and matching the press with families whose child care patterns reflect the data. For more information, please contact Harold Leibovitz, (202) 261-5815.

· The Leadership Conference on Civil Rights (LCCR), the Leadership Conference Education Fund (LCEF), and the Census 2000 Initiative have launched a new Web site, http://www.censusnetwork.org, to serve as the definitive online Census Information Exchange during the 2000 census. The site was created to provide up-to-date information on Census 2000 operations and policy issues to community-based leaders, census organizers, and members of the press. Check it out!

· A new study from the National Center for Education Statistics, reports national data on children’s skills, knowledge and experiences as they enter kindergarten for the first time. The data are the first findings from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998-99. To download a copy of the report and the methodology of the study, see http://www.nces.ed.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2000070.
The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

1. The Food Research and Action Center has released its annual report with updated state-by-state hunger and food program data. See http://www.frac.org/html/news/stateofstates99.html for more information.

2. According to a University of Michigan study, the net worth of the average American household rose by 15 percent in the last 10 years. Although this is good news, the study also reports that for every dollar of wealth accumulated by white families, black families had increases of just nine cents. For more information, see http://www.newswise.com/articles/2000/2/STAFFORD.UMI.html.

3. A recent study from the Census Bureau reports that the Hispanic population is the fastest growing segment of the U.S. population. As of March 1999, one of every nine people (11.7 %) in the United States was of Hispanic origin – 31.7 million people. The report’s author, Roberto Ramirez, notes that wide variations exist among Hispanic groups, revealing a less than homogeneous Latino population. For more information, go to http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/hispanic/ho99.html.

Money, Money, Money
· The Joint Center on Poverty Research funds innovative research on the causes of poverty and the effects of policies designed to alleviate poverty. Proposals are due May 1st. See http://www.jcpr.org/researchfunding.html for more details about the specific types of research grants and their criteria.
· Two new grant directories focus on grants for operating expenses. The fifth edition of the Directory of Operating Grants, published by Research Grant Guides, Inc., features profiles on 850 Foundations that are receptive to proposals for this unrestricted income.  This directory costs $59.50 and can be ordered by completing the attached order form. Another directory, called Operating Grants for Nonprofit Organizations is published by Oryx Press. Also organized by state, this directory lists more than 1,100 operating grants available to all types of non-profits. The directory is $29.95 and you can save 20% when you order online. Enter B8100 in the PO# or tax-exempt line on the shopping cart order form to receive the discount. Go to http://www.oryxpress.com/scripts/book.idc?acro=OGNP.
