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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Several KIDS COUNT Projects Launch Their Data on the Web

Three state KIDS COUNT projects have recently utilized technology that allows users to access KIDS COUNT data through their web sites.  Indiana is one of the states that has put their data online as a searchable database.  The database includes over 80 indicators that users can search in any of the 92 counties and by year.  Indiana is currently in the process of updating the technology to allow more graphic and mapping capabilities.  The site also offers county profiles from their KIDS COUNT data book that can be downloaded as PDF files.   To learn more, go to http://www.iyi.org/data/index.html.

Hawaii also just launched their web-based database.  Initially, their site will be a pilot of 38 indicators with state, county, and national information.  The full database of over 120 indicators from their KIDS COUNT and Family Touchstones projects (as well as other related indicators) will be phased in over the next few weeks as they are certain that the technological challenges have been handled. Indicators are grouped by subject (health, education, etc.), by age group (0-5, 12-19, adults, etc.) and by geographic level.  Each search yields the report of benchmark years (1990, 1995, and most recent), data sources and technical notes, and a paragraph regarding the importance of the indicator.  Further years of data are offered and most indicators have maps or charts accessible from the results pages. The new Hawaii database is located at http://uhfamily.hawaii.edu.

And in Tennessee, the KIDS COUNT project recently launched their new web site that was a collaborative effort between the Tennessee Department of Health and the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth.  The site, called TENNKIDS, coordinates data from several Tennessee state departments  dealing with children and youth, providing interactive capabilities for accessing, profiling and graphically displaying data and statistical results.  Check out their site at http://web.utk.edu/~chrg/hit/main/tnkids1.htm.
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KIDS COUNT IN DELAWARE has recently released KIDS COUNT Today: Children in Poverty, a news brief that addresses one of the most challenging issues regarding children – the high rate of child poverty.  In an effort to help Delaware address this issue, the report focuses on the causes of poverty and what actions some states have taken to help reduce their child poverty rates.   For more information, contact Terry Schooley, (302) 831-4966 / terrys@diamond.net.udel.edu.  This publication is not available on-line.
CHILD AND FAMILY POLICY CENTER (IOWA) In March 2000, Iowa KIDS COUNT produced Data on Diversity: What to Do About the Numbers? This special report focuses on the issue of racial diversity in Iowa as it relates to child and family well-being.  In recent years, ethnicity has taken on a greater significance in describing the state’s challenges and opportunities.  By examining indicators of child well-being by race and ethnicity, these data will contribute to increased dialogues on diversity and how the state can respond to ensure the well-being of all Iowa’s children.  For more information, contact Michael Crawford, (515) 280-9027 / mcrawford@cfpciowa.org.  To order publications, go to http://www.cfpciowa.org/kc_publications.htm.
ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES has released its first-ever internet-only publication, Brain Development and Early Childhood. Recent reports on brain development and the realities of poverty and work in Arkansas give an urgent tone to the conversation about public support for early childhood programs. Over the years, researchers have discovered many of the ways children learn and develop, as well as what is important in the early training they receive. Recently, new scientific studies have documented what occurs in the brain during a child's first years of life, and are now predicting what can give a child the best chance of success in achieving an independent quality of life. This report offers a snapshot of Arkansas' policies and programs geared toward its youngest citizens. For more information, contact Julie Robbins, (501) 371-9678 / aacf@aristotle.net.  This publication is only available on-line at http://www.aradvocates.org/kidscountbulletins/braindevelopweb.pdf.
CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND – OHIO has published Ohio’s Fourth Grade Reading Guarantee: Helping Our “Hidden” Children Succeed, the third in the New Faces series. This report examines the trend of Ohio fourth graders who are failing their reading proficiency tests by large margins.  The publication couples solid data with engaging profiles of children to demonstrate the lack of attention paid to these skill deficits. In Ohio, 20,000 fourth grade children were unable to read a few paragraphs and then write about what they had read. Another 30,000 fourth graders who failed the test by a smaller margin likely could have passed with some additional help.  This leads to the "fourth grade reading guarantee" -- a commitment by Ohio leaders to provide the help that children need to read at grade level by fourth grade – the need to identify and help the hidden youngsters while ensuring that schools provide effective reading instruction for all children.  For more information, contact David Norris, (614) 221-2244 / dnorris@cdfohio.org.   The publication is available on-line at http://www.cdfohio.org/New_Faces/4th_Grade_Reading/Default.htm.
BUSINESS RESEARCH BUREAU (SOUTH DAKOTA) In April 2000, South Dakota KIDS COUNT released Teens and Smoking: Facts on Kids in South Dakota, the second in the series “Facts on Kids in South Dakota.” This brief examines data from the South Dakota Youth Tobacco Survey Report 1999, the South Dakota Youth Risk Behavior Survey Report 1999, and the South Dakota Tobacco-Free Network.   The report provides information on tobacco addiction by teens in the state, the costs associated with such addictions, profiles of middle and high school students, and judicial and legislative action to address the problem. For more information, please contact Carole Cochran (605) 677-5287 / ccochran@usd.edu.  This publication is not available on-line.
Resources and Reports
· The USDA recently released reports of food stamp data from 1998, showing that more than half of all food stamp recipients are children; 90% of food stamp households had incomes at or below the federal poverty level. Among food stamp households with children, 68% were headed by a single parent and 39.9% were headed by working adults.  To get more information, go to http://www.usda.gov/news/releases/2000/04/0134. 

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

1. The March 2000 “Forum” newsletter of the Research Forum on Children, Families and the New Federalism examines the challenge in finding reliable, current data regarding the impact of welfare reform on children and families.  The article reviews national data sources and creative uses of state and local administrative data.  For a copy, click on http://www.researchforum.org/newsletter/forum31.pdf.

2. The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) fact sheets review gender gaps on indicators ranging from school readiness to academic aspirations to workforce participation and earning power.  On average, girls start out more ready for school and leave high school more directed toward higher education.  But gaps in their post-graduate careers and earning power persist when compared with males. For the full report, go to http://nces.ed.gov/pubs2000/2000030/pdf.

3. According to a report from Child Trends, Inc., results from economic transitions for children ages 10-11 years old in the National Longitudinal Survey of Youth-Child Supplement suggest that fluctuating incomes and a decline in income are related to poorer math and reading skills and behavior problems for chilren.  Early childhood experiences and characteristics of the mother are also important predictors of children’s outcomes. Reports can be purchased for $8 from Child Trends or read a summary at http://www.childtrends.org/viewsummary.cfm?summaryid=632&topic+welfare.

