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KIDS COUNT State Stories

Pennsylvania KIDS COUNT Gears Monthly Messages Specifically to the Media

In an effort to gain more media coverage for children’s issues, Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children (PPC) has been sending a monthly message about children’s issues to approximately 200 newspapers in the state.  The monthly message, called Kids TurN, highlights KIDS COUNT data as it relates to a “hot” policy issue.  Each KIDS TURN message is sent to both the news editor and the editorial page editor.  It presents one policy issue per month, including the policy problem and related data, possible solutions, web links for more information, and contact information at PPC.   Topics for the KIDS TURN messages are usually seasonal -- back-to-school, budget time, relevant holidays – as a way of increasing their story value. Recent topics have included early care and education, home visiting, children’s budget priorities, after-school programs, and child health.  

PPC staff track the resulting media stories through clippings and follow-up phone calls from the editorial staff.  In the past year, a number of newspapers have printed the KIDS TURN piece directly as an editorial.  This has resulted in increased print coverage for KIDS COUNT and children’s policy issues in Pennsylvania.  Copies of the KIDS TURN messages can be found on the PPC web site at http://www.papartnerships.org.  For more information about KIDS TURN, please contact Diane McCormick, Communications Director, 717-236-5680 / diane@papartnerships.org
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CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND – MINNESOTA  produced Working Families in Minnesota in June 2000.

This brief is part of a series analyzing the Urban Institute’s National Survey of American Families data about Minnesota’s families.  The report reviews family structure and work, as well as factors contributing to challenges for working families.  Data are provided to illustrate the stressors placed upon working families in the state. For more information, contact Minnesota KIDS COUNT, Diane Benjamin, (612) 227-6121 / benjamin@cdf-mn.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.cdf-mn.org.

CHILDREN NOW (CALIFORNIA) In May 2000, California KIDS COUNT released Where Credit’s Due: What A State Earned Income Credit Means for California Children, a brief report that 

documents how a state supplement to the federal Earned Income Credit (EIC) would benefit children in two million low-income working families in California.  It examines the federal EIC, as well as the impact of other state EICs. The report then makes projections about how California’s low-income working families could be impacted by a state supplemental EIC.  For more information, contact California KIDS COUNT, Amy Dominguez-Arms, (510) 763-2444 / ada@childrennow.org.  This publication is available at no cost on-line at www.childrennow.org.
HUMAN SERVICES POLICY CENTER (WASHINGTON) Washington KIDS COUNT and the Children's Alliance, a NACA member, have published The Facts of Life for Children of Color in Washington State to draw attention to how Washington and its communities are failing to meet the needs of children of color.  While most are healthy and succeeding, far too many lag in academic achievement, live in dangerous neighborhoods and lack economic support.  The report dispels common myths about children and families of color and offers effective ways to pinpoint problems and meet needs while building on community assets.  To view a copy of the full report, go to http://www.hspc.org and click on “HSPC publications” to order a copy.   For more information, contact Washington KIDS COUNT, (206) 685-7613.

CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE Children’s Agenda 2000 was published in January 2000 as a child-centered plan of action to focus attention on the needs of children in New Hampshire and to help support creating solutions to meet those needs. The Agenda is divided into four sections: education, health and wellness, economic security and well-being, child safety and protection. Each section includes a vision, long-term goals, and data describing the current status of children.  For more information, contact New Hampshire KIDS COUNT, Margaret Landsman, (603) 225-2264 / mslands@mediaone.net.  This publication is not available on-line.

CHILD AND FAMILY POLICY CENTER (IOWA) In April 2000, Iowa KIDS COUNT produced County, State and Nation: Trends in the Well-Being of Iowa Children, 1997-1998.  This report is intended to be a supplement to a report published in 1999, marking trends in child well-being from 1980-1996. Included in this report are national, state and county trend data from 1997-1998 on key health, education and welfare indicators. Several indicators showed improvement, including: infant mortality, births to 16-17 year olds, teen unmarried births, child abuse and neglect, high school graduation, child deaths, and teen violent deaths.  For more information, please contact Iowa KIDS COUNT, Mike Crawford at (515) 280-9027 / mcrawford@cfpciowa.org.  The full nineteen-year trend data, on a county-by-county basis, are available on-line at http://www.cfpciowa.org.

Resources and Reports
· “Gaps in Prevention and Treatment: Dental Care for Low-Income Children,” Policy Brief B-15; Genevieve M. Kenney, Grace Ko, and Barbara Ormond. Using data from the 1997 National Survey of America's Families, researchers at the Urban Institute found that almost 10 percent of low-income children had an unmet need for dental care - twice the level experienced by higher-income children. Nationally, 30 percent of low-income children received no dental care in the previous year and at least 60 percent failed to receive recommended levels of care. Among low-income children, deficits in the use of dental services appear greatest among those who lack health insurance, those in poor health, and those with less educated primary caregivers. Substantial variation in the receipt of dental care exists across the 13 states studied.  To see the brief, go to http://newfederalism.urban.org/html/series_b/b15/b15.htmlThe USDA.

· Research in the June issue of Pediatrics reports that nearly three times as many U.S. children have mental or behavioral problems than 20 years ago, a trend that needs to be met with more support for overly stressed families.  For an abstract of the research, go to http://www.pediatrics.org/cgi/content/abstract/105/6/1313.

· A working paper from the Joint Center on Poverty Research examines CPS data and the impacts of early state-level welfare waivers on the earnings and income growth of welfare recipients.   See http://www.jcpr.org/wp/Wpprofile.cfm?ID=189 for more information.

· Robert Putnam and the Saguaro Institute will be conducting a survey to measure America’s dwindling supply of social capital – the formal and informal connections that link people in a community.  The surveys and opinion polls will measure everything from the frequency that people visit their neighbors to participation in social clubs and civic organizations.  A list of cities and participating community foundations will be announced soon.  For more information, see http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A52991-2000May22.html. 

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

1. The Condition of Children, 2000 is an indicator report published by the National Center for Education Statistics that summarizes the health of education.  This year’s report tracks 65 indicators, shows changes over time, compares and contrasts sub-populations, and assesses the characteristics of students from different backgrounds and types of schools.  For a copy, go to http://nces.gov/pubsearch/pubsinfo.asp?pubid=2000062.

2. Child Trends, Inc. has produced a report entitled “Kids and Guns: The Numbers,” in which they compiled some basic facts about kids and guns.  Information in the report includes youth carrying guns to school, child and youth deaths due to guns (including all firearms), child and youth homicides, suicides and accidental deaths due to guns, and guns in children’s homes.  For more information, go to http://www.childtrends.org/n_guns500.cfm.

