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KIDS COUNT State Stories

South Dakota KIDS COUNT Shows What It Takes to Improve Rankings

Using data from the 1999 National KIDS COUNT Data Book, South Carolina KIDS COUNT formulated a table entitled “What Will It Take to Improve South Carolina’s Rankings?”  The table shows the number of events that would have to be reduced for South Carolina to be ranked 39th, 25th, 10th, and 1st on each of the 10 indicators used to rank states in the national data book.  In addition, South Carolina has updated the table to allow comparisons of each county in South Carolina with the 50 states and how many events each county would need to reduce in order to rank 25th (or close to the national average) for the 10 indicators.  South Carolina KIDS COUNT provided these tables to key policy makers and the media.  Since the media commonly focus on the issue of rankings, South Carolina KIDS COUNT was able to add a new twist to the story about the numbers.  For more information about this strategy or a copy of the tables, please contact Kim Hazel at (803) 734-2291 or khazel@ogc.state.sc.us.
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ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES recently published Special Children, Special Needs, which draws attention to the vulnerable and isolated children in Arkansas with specialized health care needs.  It describes the services currently available for these special children, as well as data documenting the use of services by Arkansas families.  For more information, contact Arkansas KIDS COUNT, Amy Rossi, (501) 371-9678 / aacf@aristotle.net.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.aradvocates.org/kidscount. 

MICHIGAN KIDS COUNT In April 2000, Michigan KIDS COUNT produced The Right Start in Michigan’s Largest Communities, which reviews maternal and infant well-being in Michigan’s 28 largest cities. The report showed that overall, these urban areas have higher risks than the rest of the state.  Eight indicators were included in the report, measuring the conditions for mothers and babies in Michigan’s urban areas.  For more information, contact Michigan KIDS COUNT, Jane Zehnder-Merrell, (517) 487-5436 / janez@mlan.net or Michele Corey, (517) 485-3500 / corey.michele@michiganschildren.org.  This publication is not available on-line.

CHILDREN’S DEFENSE FUND – MINNESOTA Working Families in Minnesota was released in June 2000 as part of a series analyzing the data about Minnesota’s families from the Urban Institute’s National Survey of American Families.  The report reviews family structure and work, as well as factors contributing to challenges for working families.  Data are provided to illustrate the stressors placed upon working families in the state. For more information, contact Minnesota KIDS COUNT, Diane Benjamin, (612) 227-6121 / benjamin@cdf-mn.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.cdf-mn.org.
CHILDREN’S ACTION ALLIANCE (ARIZONA) published Make Kids Count: Closing the Gap in Children’s Health Coverage, a report which discusses two inter-related trends affecting children’s health coverage in Arizona: a decrease in coverage through private health insurance and an increase in eligibility for publicly funded coverage.  Although KidsCare, Arizona’s child health insurance program, has created opportunities for thousands more children to obtain coverage, more than 300,000 Arizona children remain uninsured.  For more information, contact Arizona KIDS COUNT, Dana Naimark, (602) 263-0707 / dnaimark@azchildren.org.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.azchildren.org/.

Resources and Reports
1. The fourth of seven data files from the 1997 National Survey of America’s Families is now available on the Urban Institute’s web site. This public use file contains information on the 34,439 sampled children under 18 years of age.  You can access the data set and accompanying documentation at http://newfederalism.urban.org/nsaf/cpuf/index.htm.  As part of analyzing those data, the Urban Institute has released “Gaps in Insurance Coverage for Children: A Pre-CHIP Baseline,” B-19, authored by Ruth A. Almeida and Genevieve M. Kenney.  Using data from the 1997 NSAF, the report shows that 9.2 million children age 18 and under were uninsured prior to the enactment of the Children’s Health Insurance Program.  The brief examines the health insurance status for children by income, age, race, health status, immigration status, parent’s educational status, family structure, urban or rural location, and state.  For a copy, go to http://newfederalism.urban.org/html/series_b/b19/b19.html.

2. A recent report from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services finds that youth violence and teen birth rates are decreasing. You can review the report at http://aspe.hhs.gov/hsp/99trends/index.htm.

3. The Joint Center for Poverty Research has prepared “Administrative Data for Policy Relevant Research,” a research brief focusing on studies they conducted to examine the use of administrative data for social service research.  For a copy, contact Joel Williams, (773) 702-2287 or jcpr-info@uchicago.edu.

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The 1999 Youth Risk Behavior Survey Surveillance Report data show a decline in many of the risk behaviors that contribute to fatalities among youth, but an increase in other risk behaviors, especially those involving cigarette, alcohol and illicit drug use.  For a copy of the report, see http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dash/yrbs/.

· The Joint Center for Poverty Research has produced a series of reports called “Welfare Reform and Food Assistance in Rural America” to look at what states can and are doing to address the needs of rural families living in poverty.  Check out http://www.jcpr.org/conferences/rural-summary.pdf.

KIDS COUNT Projects Helping One Another

Cross-Site Visit Fund Makes the Difference for KIDS COUNT Projects
This spring, the Information Sharing Working Group launched the Cross-site Visit Fund, a grant program for KIDS COUNT projects interested in learning from a KIDS COUNT colleague with the hopes of replicating their successful ideas and approaches.  To date, five KIDS COUNT projects have been awarded grants from the Fund.  These funds have enabled them to get some invaluable “hands on” training from colleagues.  Linda Jensen of Idaho KIDS COUNT noted that “the experience [of visiting Indiana KIDS COUNT] was wonderful and very helpful.”  Idaho’s interest in assets and youth mapping led her to Indiana KIDS COUNT, which is a partner with Search Institute and hosted the National Youth Institute’s training on youth mapping.  During the visit, Linda attended the training and brainstormed with Indiana colleagues about strategies for data products, community training, asset development, and marketing. Linda came home to Idaho and immediately put her ideas into action.  She says, “I met with our county United Way Director, and we have agreed to convene a meeting of all area initiatives who have a stake in data and asset development.”

Nebraska KIDS COUNT utilized their grant to bring in South Dakota colleague, Carole Cochran, to assist in enhancements to their database.  Both Nebraska and South Dakota benefited from the experience, noting that “it was a very productive day!”  South Dakota focused the meeting on the relationships between the various pieces of data collected in order to help create database files that build from those data relationships.  In addition, South Dakota showed their experience producing their factbook in-house on PageMaker, and Nebraska provided insights in the collection and use of photos from families.  For more information on the Cross-site Visit Fund or to apply for a grant, please contact Debbie Morgan at morgan@childadvocacy.org or 202-289-0777, ext. 220.
