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KIDS COUNT Projects Helping One Another

Mentoring Program Helps New KIDS COUNT Staff Get Off to a Good Start
This spring, the Technical Assistance Working Group introduced a Mentoring Program for New KIDS COUNT Staff, designed to connect new KIDS COUNT staff (or staff in new roles) with experienced staff in the network.  Each mentoring relationship lasts six months and can continue for longer if both people agree to do so.  KIDS COUNT mentors have introduced new staff to the resources of the network, provided a context for the ongoing work of the network and the national KIDS COUNT initiative, and served as a general resource for new staff about the common tasks we all experience in our work.  So far, six new KIDS COUNT staff have been matched with a mentor.  When asked whether their mentor had been able to provide them with the guidance and advice needed, one new staff member said, “Absolutely! [My mentor] is very knowledgeable, and we both share a social work educational background.  It has been a relief and a motivation to have her ‘holding my hand.’”   Clearly, the experience of being a mentor seems to be equally as gratifying.  The mentors have enjoyed developing relationships with new colleagues, and have found that they also benefit professionally from the experience.   For more information about the Mentoring Program or to request a mentor, please contact Debbie Morgan at morgan@childadvocacy.org or 202-289-0777, ext. 220.
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ARKANSAS ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES has released two reports. Uninsured Children in Arkansas examines growth in Medicaid and ARKids First, the state-sponsored Medicaid expansion program for Arkansas.  Data are provided to illustrate the categories of eligibility and poverty guidelines for Arkansas Medicaid, the breakdown of uninsured children by poverty status, and the number of Arkansas children by insured status within poverty groups.  Are Educational Opportunities Available to Homeless Children? focuses on the education of homeless children.  The Stewart B. McKinney Act of 1987 made federal funding available to ensure that homeless children and youth are provided with equal access to public education. And yet, many homeless children face obstacles to enrollment, attendance and success in school that other children do not face.  For more information, contact Arkansas KIDS COUNT Amy Rossi, (501) 371-9678 / amyrossi@swbell.net.  Check out http://www.aradvocates.org/kidscount to view the uninsured children report.

SOUTH DAKOTA KIDS COUNT recently produced Use of Child Restraint Systems & Adolescent Safety Belt Use as the third in a series on Facts and Kids in South Dakota.  This brief focuses on the use of child restraint systems and adolescent safety belts in the state.  Using data and information from the S. Dakota Department of Transportation, the S. Dakota CODES Project and the S. Dakota Coalition for Children, this brief outlines an often overlooked cause of injury and death among children and teens.  For more information, contact South Dakota KIDS COUNT, Carole Cochran (605) 677-5287 / ccochran@usd.edu.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.usd.edu/brbinfo/new_page_6.htm.

CITIZENS FOR MISSOURI’S CHILDREN, Dental Care Counts: Medicaid Dental Services in Decay: A Crisis for St. Louis Children, was published this summer to focus attention on low-income children’s lack of access to dental care.  Results of a survey of Medicaid managed care providers in the St. Louis area described in the report present a bleak picture for low-income families.  The report includes an analysis of factors contributing to the problem and recommendations for policy change.  For more information, contact Missouri KIDS COUNT, Joe Squillace, Health Policy Analyst, (314) 647-2003 / squillace@fastrans.net.  This publication will soon be available on-line at http://www.mokids.org.
PENNSYLVANIA PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILDREN has produced two briefs on the federal budget process. The Federal Budget and Pennsylvania’s Children is a guide to major federal programs affecting children, such as the Social Services Block Grant, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, child care, Head Start, and the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program.  The report provides background on each program, as well as Internet resources for funding.  The Federal Budget Process is a two-sided, one page flyer is an overview of the federal budget process and how presidential and congressional proposals become the annual budget.  For more information, contact Pennsylvania KIDS COUNT, Diane Ollivier, (717) 236-5680 / dollivier@papartnerships.org.  These publications are not available on-line.

NORTH DAKOTA KIDS COUNT has prepared two issue briefs to use with their training program for extension educators. Boom or Bust: Family Income and Its Impact on North Dakota Children demonstrates the impact of income on North Dakota families by looking at the most recent available data on income, earned income tax credit, poverty rates, and programs based upon federal poverty guidelines.  Children & Health: Adequate Health Care for North Dakota Children focuses on health care for children in North Dakota, including the number of uninsured children, the cost of care, health care options for children, and how lack of care impacts kids.  A special section on Native American children and health care is presented to demonstrate the differences in services provided to Native Americans in the state.  For more information, contact North Dakota KIDS COUNT, Ann Lochner, (701) 777-4086 / ann_lochner@mail.und.nodak.edu.  These publications are not available on-line.
FLORIDA KIDS COUNT has published Youth Suicide, a brief which focuses on suicide among Florida’s youth.  It includes recent data and findings from the National Institute of Mental Health, the National Center for Disease Control, the Florida Office of Vital Statistics, the Florida Department of Education, the 1999 Florida Youth Suicide Prevention Study, and the National Survey of America’s Families.  For more information, contact Susan Weitzel, (813) 974-7411 / weitzel@hal.fmhi.usf.edu.  This publication is not available on-line.
NEW MEXICO ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES has recently released two issue briefs. Mail-In Medicaid Enrollment: Reducing Barriers to Health Insurance for New Mexico’s Low-Income Children examines the variation in Medicaid enrollment across New Mexico’s counties as compared with the eligibility by county and income level.  Given the vast number of eligible children that remain unenrolled in Medicaid, a mail-in Medicaid enrollment is recommended and analyzed for its fiscal benefits and ease of operation. Expanding the Low Income Comprehensive Tax Rebate (LICTR): A Cost-Effective Strategy to Lift Children Out of Poverty in New Mexico focuses on a cost-effective solution to this severe problem.  In this brief, existing tax policies are evaluated and others are recommended, utilizing a cost-benefit analysis.  For more information, contact New Mexico KIDS COUNT, Kelly O’Donnell, (505) 244-9505 / kodonnel@uswest.net.   These publications are not yet available on-line. 

Resources and Reports
1. The Joint Center for Poverty Research has released a series of research summaries.  Topics include “Measuring Poverty – A New Approach,” “Medicaid Managed Care: Effects on Children’s Medicaid Coverage and Utilization,” and “Children’s Welfare Exposure and Subsequent Development.”  These briefs and others are available from Joel Williams at JCPR, jcpr-info@uchicago.edu or (773) 702-2287.

2. The Brookings Institution has released a new report showing that while welfare reform has generally succeeded in the suburbs and rural areas, the nation’s cities may need much more help getting recipients into jobs.  The report is available on-line at http://www.brook.edu/es/urban/welfarecaseloads/2000report.htm. 

3. The Institute for Educational Leadership (IEL) Policy Exchange is publishing “Federal Programs for Children & Families: A Tool for Connecting Programs to People” on their web site.  This special report includes details about 140 major federal programs affecting children and their families.  The report can be printed for free from http://www.policyexchange.iel.org/pubs/Federal_Programs_for_Children.html. 

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The new “Quick Tables and Figures” tool from the National Center on Educational Statistics is a shortcut to data.  Just go to http://nces.ed.gov/quicktables/. Also check out their Condition of Education 2000 report!

· CDC has a number of new reports available: state-by-state immunization rates at http://www.cdc.gov/nip; detailed data on infant mortality rates by race and ethnicity, leading causes of death, infant characteristics (e.g., birthweight) and maternal factors (e.g., receipt of prenatal care) at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/releases/00facts/infantmo.htm; and gun deaths among children and teens at http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/releases/00news/00news/finaldeath98.htm.

· Even though their strike has caused some of us some aggravation, Verizon’s newly established foundation will provide grants as well as in-kind donations, volunteers, Internet training and web hosting services to qualified nonprofits. http://foundation.verizon.com.

