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KIDS COUNT’s Local Data Leads to Advocacy

During the summer, the KIDS COUNT Network’s Information Sharing Working Group conducted a two-part survey of the Network regarding sub-county level data.  There were many interesting findings from these surveys, including the stories of how KIDS COUNT projects used sub-county data to enhance advocacy on behalf of children and families. Over the next few months, we will feature some of the stories gleaned from the survey.

NEW JERSEY: After producing a KIDS COUNT Data Book specifically for Newark, New Jersey, citizens of that community noticed the alarmingly high incidence of lead among children that was reported.  This prompted the community to investigate how many lead inspectors were assigned to the city of Newark.  They discovered that only one lead inspector was covering that jurisdiction – clearly not sufficient to address the problem.  The community advocated for additional inspectors, using the data in the Newark book, and was successful!

NEW YORK: In the spring of 2000, New York KIDS COUNT became involved in a project with the State Department of Education called “Closing the Gap.” This effort is initially involving 12 schools in Buffalo, New York where children are not meeting the educational standards established by the state.  New York KIDS COUNT is mapping data at the zip code level for the 12 schools. Buffalo has court-ordered desegregation for its schools and the community wanted to better understand whether the court-order was placing more stress on children and families.  They asked New York KIDS COUNT to map where the students reside in relation to where they attend school. Contrary to what they thought, they discovered that students did live nearby the school they attend. KIDS COUNT New York sees this effort in Buffalo as a first step in better integrating and targeting services for students.

TEXAS:  In Texas, previous studies of youth aging out of foster care have resulted in the identification of particular challenges for this population.  There was much interest in learning more about this population and obtaining more data. Texas KIDS COUNT was commissioned to conduct an additional study to learn more about what happens to youth when they age out of foster care. KIDS COUNT staff are conducting interviews with former foster youth, providers, treatment centers, and others. They will be looking at trends within municipalities and reporting their findings in the fall of 2000.  These study results will be presented at a summit to policy makers, judges, service providers, and others, in an attempt to mobilize resources and services targeted at the precise challenges of this population.

Published By…KIDS COUNT

RHODE ISLAND KIDS COUNT has published numerous documents this summer. In May, Starting Points for Rhode Island’s Youngest Children: Lessons Learned was released, articulating the unprecedented public/private partnership within the state, coordinated by Rhode Island KIDS COUNT.  This report is a summary of the lessons learned from their initiative.  Two articles for the Ideas That Work!  series were produced: Summer and Year-Round Meal Programs in August 2000 and Neighborhood-Based Summer Programs in July 2000 For more information, please contact Rhode Island KIDS COUNT, Elizabeth Burke Bryant, 401-351-9400 / ebb@rikidscount.org.  These publications are available on-line at http://www.rikidscount.org. 

MICHIGAN LEAGUE FOR HUMAN SERVICES recently released Child Care in Michigan: 1997 Snapshot.  Based upon the Urban Institute’s analysis of the 1997 National Survey of America’s Families data, this brief includes data regarding children who are in the care of someone other than a parent during the day.  The brief analyses numerous indicators related to child care, such as the hours in child care, age, family income, number of child care arrangements, and the kind of care.  For more information, contact Michigan KIDS COUNT, Jane Zehnder-Merrell, (517) 487-5436 / janez@mlan.net.  This publication is not available on-line.

HUMAN SERVICES POLICY CENTER (WASHINGTON) In August 2000, HSPC published Emotional and Behavioral Problems Among Washington’s Children. Also using data from the Urban Institute’s National Survey of America’s Families, this report focuses on symptoms of serious emotional and behavioral problems exhibited by the children of surveyed parents.  A multivariate statistical analysis of the NSAF data produced an examination of the factors of internal and external distress relative to the emotional well-being of Washington’s children.  For more information, contact Washington KIDS COUNT, Huong Hoai Tran, (206) 221-3370 / hhtran@u.washington.edu.  This publication is available on-line at http://www.hspc.org.

KANSAS ACTION FOR CHILDREN Struggle for Self-Sufficiency: Impact of Welfare Reform on Families with Children in Kansas was released in September, 2000, the result of a two-year collaboration between Kansas Action for Children and United Way Association of Kansas. It seeks to paint the picture of the impact of welfare reform on children and families. For the first time, data from national and state studies are combined with survey results conducted by United Way and United Community Services of Johnson County. For more information, contact Kansas KIDS COUNT, Gary Brunk, (785) 232-0550 / brunk@kac.org.  This publication is not available on-line.

NEVADA KIDS COUNT has produced three publications. The Well-Being of Children and Youth is Everyone’s Business, which is a brief guide designed to help citizens become familiar with the information provided by the Nevada KIDS COUNT project and how it can help formulate questions about how children’s issues are being addressed.  Characteristics and Challenges of Families Who Adopt Children with Special Needs: An Exploratory Study, which highlights initial results of a collaborative study between the School of Social Work at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, and the Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS) on special needs adoption families in Nevada.  The research was intended to provide important baseline data on families adopting special needs children, facilitate understanding of the unique issues and challenges faced by special needs adoptive families, and identify the kinds of pre- and post-placement services that are most helpful to this population. Preventive Factors: Promising and Proven Practices, which includes a set of recommendations for prevention, based upon research and promising practices.  The indicators highlighted include: low birth weight, infant mortality, poverty, teen pregnancy, high school dropouts, child deaths, child abuse and neglect, juvenile violent crime, teen deaths, and teen suicide. For more information, contact Nevada KIDS COUNT, Marlys Morton, (702) 895-3191 / kidscount@nevada.edu.  This publication is available on-line at http://kidscount.unlv.edu/#pubs
Resources and Reports

The following information was printed in Connect for Kids Weekly, published by the Benton Foundation:

· The Institute for Educational Leadership has summarized 140 major federal programs affecting children and families in “Federal Programs for Children and Families: A Tool for Connecting Programs to People.”  Go to http://www.policyexchange.iel.org/pubs/Federal_ Programs_For_Children.html

· According to the “State of the Internet,” today there are more than 3,000 times the number of people online as there were in 1993. The report points to trends favorable to narrowing the digital divide and opening up a world of opportunities to low-income families. See http://usic.wslogic.com/intro.html
