KIDS COUNT INFORMATION SHARING/TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

WORKING GROUP

CONFERENCE CALL NOTES

Monday, July 16, 2001  2:00 P.M Eastern Time

Participants:  Diane Benjamin, Terry Schooley, Carole Cochrane, Michael Crawford, Diane Ollivier, Marcia Hartsock, Debbie Benson, Don Crary.

I. Welcome - Terry Schooley, Co-Chair

Terry welcomed everyone to the conference call and asked people to introduce themselves.   She reported on the June meeting of the Network Steering Committee held in Portland, Maine and attended by Don, the new KIDS COUNT State Coordinator and Tony Cipollone, the Director of Evaluation, Data Analysis and Policy Advocacy.   She shared the commitment of the Foundation to continue to build on the strength of the KIDS COUNT Network and its interest in supporting and enhancing the Network.

II. Planning for the Annual Meeting - Diane Benjamin, Co-Chair

Each working group has been asked to convene a conference call to solicit input for the meeting.    Don and Terry reported on the initial conference call between Tony, Don, Megan Reynolds, Lynn Davey (Chair of the Steering Committee), Kathy Moore and Terry Schooley (liaisons from the Steering Committee to the Foundation for the Conference).  The first day will concentrate on strategic communication/message development issues and then work into more technical assistance areas as well as research (best practices, latest research) in specific policy arenas such as job attachment/training, early care and education, etc.  The conference will begin at noon on Oct. 9th with Working Group meetings held in the morning and an orientation session for new attendees held the evening before.  It was also noted that 3 persons from each project have been invited to attend this year's conference.

Diane facilitated the discussion of possible topics/workshops/presentations/panels.

Mike's suggestions were:

· To repeat some of the KIDS COUNT Conference's Greatest Hits -- especially for all the newcomers who may be attending;   We could get feedback from the Network on the best panels, presentations, data and marketing workshops from past years.

· To hold a workshop on Census 2000 focusing on a retrospect of the release of SF1 data and information on SF2 to be released in 2002 (Bill O'Hare - possible presenter);

· To hold a workshop on social indicators used at the state and local levels.  This would be a follow-up to the June Child Trends meeting in DC that brought together researchers with cutting edge information on the latest thinking of social indicators for children and families from a national perspective.  Such research could be discussed from a local and state perspective.  In addition we could have updates on the latest Early Childhood data. 

Diane suggested individual consultations on project web sites as we did in the past with Mark MacGregor and Mark Velir.  It was also suggested to have Karen Stevenson return to do her "working with the media" hands-on communications training as there may be many attendees who have not had experience with radio/tv interviews.

Mike suggested we again hold a session on positive indicators using the Search Institute or the Iowa Youth Indicators project.

Marcia commented on the importance to her of the substantive discussions held in the past on such issues as teen pregnancy, school readiness, and child abuse.  She noted that is was helpful to hear how colleagues were using the data, what research supported the data, and what policies advanced the data.  

Diane suggested a follow-up to the ARC View Training to be held in St. Paul including a demonstration of the mapping software and conversations about the uses and advantages.   Cheryl ---- from PRB was suggested as a possible presenter.

Everyone commented on the importance of having various grantees speak about particular projects and the knowledge that we all gained from each other.  It was noted that we had moved away from having all "outside" presenters to a combination of "outside" and "inside."

We discussed having enough time at meals for conversations as well as free time and time at the"social event" to talk with colleagues.  Marcia spoke about making sure new people were welcomed into the KIDS COUNT family, although we reached no consensus on how to do that (formally assigning seats at a meal, assigning Steering Committee members to new members???).  All agreed the Orientation meeting was important.

Don will check into the status of the Mark Velir project with grantees putting their information onto the Foundation web site.

Diane suggested we look at past Network Newsletters to see what projects/programs individual states have engaged in over the past year to look for possible topics and presenters.  We all noted how difficult it is to plan this conference -- should we repeat workshops, should we repeat presenters, how can we insure that everyone has the opportunity to get to workshops if they are presenting.  Don noted that we have the possibility of offering up to 5 break out sessions at a time.  

As a final suggestion we all hoped to interact more with the myriad of people and resources at the Foundation so we may all have a clearer picture of the variety of programs and issues going at the Casey Foundation.

If anyone has further suggestions, brainstorms, or "light bulbs going off in their heads," please call Terry at 302-831-4966 or e-mail her at terrys@udel.edu

