KIDS COUNT ASSESSMENT WORKING GROUP

CONFERENCE CALL NOTES

Tuesday, November 27, 2001 1:00 pm
Participants: Mindy King, Marlys Morton, Valerie Salley, Pam Brown, Carolyn Moore, Nancy Kopf.

I. Update on Self-Assessment Tool development

Carolyn reported that InnoNet is currently working with the web developers in designing the online Self-Assessment Tool, and we’ll have the tool ready for launch by the beginning of next year.  As she mentioned at our face-to-face meeting, if groups have already completed the tool once, the information will already be entered in for them to look at and build upon during their second and future completions.  She asked for volunteers to review the online tool for functionality and ease of use before it’s launched to the Network, during the week of December 10th – it will take approximately 15 minutes to do this.  If anyone who did not participate on the call is willing to review the tool, please contact Carolyn at moore@innonet.org.

II. Discussion of next year’s efforts

Carolyn discussed how InnoNet’s concept paper and budget for next year was approved by Don, and they are in the midst of submitting a full proposal for the work.  Carolyn asked the working group participants to give any ideas of the types of technical assistance the Network needs to carry out this work, workshop topics needing to be covered, and if the workshops should be conducted in person, via telephone, or via email.  Mindy suggested that we still need to sell the whole idea of collecting outcomes data. She suggested that workshops be conducted in person and include case studies of projects that have used the tool, explaining how they modified the instruments and what they found out.  Pam believed that another piece is informing projects that these forms can take the place of forms projects may already be using, but allow for collection of data in a more systematic way.  

Marlys described two groups within the Network that we’re trying to reach – those that are starting from scratch with collecting the data and those that are getting back on track.  She asked if InnoNet’s intent was to bring all groups up to speed or just focus on helping some of the groups.  Carolyn explained that in the proposal, InnoNet describes how some are further along than others, but that the purpose of this year’s work is to move everyone further along in the process, regardless of where they are now.  The group discussed how to reach both target groups, in particular, convincing those starting from scratch to get started.  The group agreed that both groups need to see results of groups that have already completed the tool.  Carolyn agreed that the experience and results of Rhode Island’s data collection should be shared with the Network.  Please also contact Carolyn if you will have results from your data collection effort early in 2002.

Pam suggested that it would be helpful to hear support from the Casey Foundation – not a formal mandate, but to get information on how to integrate this information with future funding.  The group agreed that a note of encouragement from Don Crary would be helpful in getting groups thinking about and implementing the tool.  InnoNet will talk to Don to see the best way to show Casey support for the tool.


Thank you again for your hard work and support during this last year!

