KIDS COUNT ASSESSMENT WORKING GROUP

FACE-TO-FACE MEETING NOTES

Tuesday, October 9, 2001
Participants: Karen Ruprecht, Mindy King, Margie Hale, Marlys Morton, Valerie Salley, Pam Brown, Carolyn Moore, Nancy Kopf.

I. Update on Self-Assessment Tool development

Carolyn reported that InnoNet has recently contracted with a web developer to design a web-based version of the Self-Assessment Tool.  She explained that users will be able to complete all or some of the tool, save data entered and come back later to fill in other information, and print out the action steps pages and other results.  Carolyn asked the group if they had any other thoughts on the design that we should ensure are included in the tool.

Mindy wondered if there was a way that we could compare individual results to aggregate results – giving a snapshot of how the project is doing in comparison to the Network as a whole.  The group discussed how we need to ensure that we are sharing the aggregate results with the new Steering Committee and the other working groups, as well as any other technical assistance providers.

Pam asked if we were planning to set up completion schedules for the tool, as we did when it was first launched.  The working group will address the launch and ideas for continued completion during the next call.

II. Update on Outcomes Tool development

Carolyn reported that the website was launched to the Network in the last week of September – announced by the postcards sent to each project.  Brochures are being disseminated at the conference, and InnoNet will present during a breakfast panel and conduct two workshops during the conference.  InnoNet may add instruments or content to the Network as needs are identified by the working group and the Network through its use.  One member suggested we provide tips on how to modify the data entry file for projects who modify the instruments.

III. Feedback on www.KidsCountToolkit.org 

The group agreed that the online tool was easy to maneuver around and use.  The group discussed the availability of the instruments in Word, Adobe PDF and Advanced Adobe PDF, and agreed that all should be available for projects to choose which format they prefer.  InnoNet will add content to the instruments page which better explains the differences, advantages, and disadvantages to using the three available formats.

IV. Sharing of pilot experiences and next steps

Carolyn and the group talked briefly about the different instruments they piloted and in what ways.  The group then discussed next steps for the working group including reviewing the online self-assessment tool and planning for its launch and advising on work for next year (topics for workshops for Network on data collection, analysis, and use). Carolyn and Nancy thanked working group members for their efforts with Toolkit posters.  Members unable to attend the meeting are encouraged to contact Carolyn with any thoughts on the tools or next steps.

