Question:  I have a Microsoft Excel worksheet with county level data and I need to calculate totals by regions for all the years.  Is there an easy way to do this?

This is easy to set up in Microsoft Excel and can be used for various regions, rural/urban designations, or other classifications. This function can be very useful if your data is in Excel and if the classifications stay the same from year to year. 

First insert a new column in your worksheet and type in the classifications as shown below in column C.  

Then type in the formula in rows D13 – F16 following the above example.  

The Formula is:  

=Sumif(the column & rows with the classification, "the variable your looking for to sum”, the column & rows you want to sum )  
Once these formulas are in the worksheet, it automatically calculates the totals. The totals will change if you make a correction in the data or change the classification.   Clicking on the figure below (an excel worksheet within the word document) you can change numbers or classifications to see how the formula works.
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		A1		B		C		D		E		F

		2		County		Region		1996		1997		1998

		3		Ash		A		37		42		45

		4		Brand		A		38		42		65

		5		Horse		B		12		15		18

		6		Norton		C		38		45		63

		7		Olympia		D		45		49		30

		8		Preston		B		50		52		48

		9		Royal		C		19		45		23

		10		Sunny		A		15		17		20

		11		Trent		D		32		51		28

		12

		13		Region A				90		101		130

		14		Region B				62		67		66

		15		Region C				57		90		86

		16		Region D				77		100		58






