Handout 1:
Worksheet to Compile List of Data Resources

	Organization
	Phone
	Available Data
	Notes

	
	
	
	

	1) KIDS COUNT Project
	
	Children and youth

health, safety, education, economic, demographic
	Can access information on KC website. Information available at no charge.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2) State Data Center
	
	Community abstracts, Population projections, and social/economic characteristics 1980-1990
	There is a charge for information requested.

	
	
	
	

	3) U.S. Bureau of the Census
	Public Information:

301-457-4100
	Demographics of U.S., each state, and county, city breakdowns.
	Can access information from their website.

	4) Federal Depository Libraries


	
	Census Information for all states


	


Handout 2:

How to Perform Data Calculations

There are numerous computations that KIDS COUNT uses that involve rates, percents, and percent change over time. Many of these calculations are similar. The computation used depends on what we want to say about the data. Basically, each of these calculations involves dividing one piece of data by another.

Percent

A ‘percent’ means one part in one hundred. Ten percent means 10 out of 100. To calculate a percent, divide the number in a sub-group (or smaller number) by the number in the total group and multiply by 100.


Example: Percent: (number in subgroup / number in whole group) 


(Number of low birthweight babies born in South Dakota in 2003 [734] / number of children born in South Dakota) [11,020] x 100.

734 / 11,020 = 0.06 x 100 = 6.7%

Slightly less than 7% percent of the total babies born in South Dakota in 2003 

were born low birth weight (less than 5.5 pounds).

Rate

A rate is simply the number of things per some other number, usually 100, 1,000 or other multiples of 10. A percentage is a rate-per 100. Depending on the size of the subgroup, a rate greater than 100 is often used. This is the case in health statistics such as infant mortality, child death, etc.

To calculate a rate you need three pieces of information- (1) the total group number, 

(2) The number in the sub group and (3) the ‘per’ number--per 1,000, 10,000, or 100,000. The “per” number is your multiplier. 

Example: Rate: (number in sub-group / number in whole group) x multiplier

(number of infant deaths in the state [73] / number of live births in the state [11,020]) x multiplier

(73 / 11,020) = 0.0066 x 1,000 = 6.6
Thus the infant mortality rate for South Dakota, in 2003, was 6.6. This means that for every 1,000 live births that occurred in the state, in 2003, there were a little more than 6 infant deaths.

Handout 2:

How to Perform Data Calculations, continued
Rates can also be obtained per month or per day.

11,020 infant births in 2003 in South Dakota

(11,020 infant births / 12 months = 918 infant births per month in South Dakota

(11,020 infant births / 365 days = 30 infant births per day in South Dakota

Percent Change
Change from one time period to the next can be calculated. This is called the ‘percent change’. The percent change is found in the demographic section of the Factbook and in the health section-age appropriate immunizations.

The percent change is calculated in the following manner: 

(newer year number - older year number) / older year number x 100


Example:  2000 immunizations in Hyde County = 83% (newer number)


                 2001 immunizations in Hyde County = 50% (older number)

(83 – 50) = 33

33 / 50 = 0.66 x 100 = 66%

This figure indicates that between 2001 and 2002 the number of children appropriately immunized by age 2 in Hyde County increased by 66%.

Handout 3:

CLIKS

County-City-Community Level Information on Kids

How to Access CLIKS

1. Go to www.sdkidscount.org.

2. Select CLIKS from the menu on the left.

How to Use CLIKS

1. Select the data format (raw data, profiles, graphs, maps or rankings).

2. Select the geographic area (to access counties, click on the plus (+) sign to the left of the state name).

3. Select the indicator (e.g. children in poverty, teen violent deaths, etc.).

About CLIKS

CLIKS is an online feature that provides comprehensive data on the well-being of children collected by South Dakota KIDS COUNT and other grantees across the nation. The interactive system allows users to generate:

(raw data

(custom profiles

(line graphs

(maps

(rankings (unavailable for South Dakota counties)
Accessed through the South Dakota KIDS COUNT website, www.sdkidscount.org, the feature is free, easy to use and an excellent tool for anyone using KIDS COUNT data.

RAW DATA

Generate and download raw data for one county or state on one indicator in a comma-delimited text file.
Handout 3:

CLIKS

County-City-Community Level Information on Kids, continued
PROFILE

Create a profile for one county or state showing data for all categories and all indicators. Profiles also include definitions, data sources and notes, and access to available archived data.
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Profiles will give you this screen: Select a geographic area, the state or click on the + to select a county. 

[image: image3.wmf]Example: Clay County

Actual profiles for South Dakota counties and the state include data for all six categories.

Handout 3:

CLIKS

County-City-Community Level Information on Kids

LINE GRAPH

Create a line graph comparing counties and/or states for one indicator over time. Line graphs also include the indicator profile, definitions, data notes and sources.
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Note the table under the graph with the raw data.
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MAPS

Create a map comparing counties within a state for one indicator during a specific year.

Note the table under the graph with the raw data.

And, if you place the mouse over a county (Harding County 6%) the data figure pops up.
Handout 4:

How to Present Data

As an example, imagine that you work in a four county area. Your supervisor wants you to compile information on juvenile admissions to Drug or Alcohol Treatment Programs for the past four years. You give your supervisor this information: in state fiscal year (SFY) 01 Clay County had 47 admits, 64 in SFY02, 46 in SFY03, and 43 in SFY 04. Turner County had 11 admits, 21 in SFY02, 13 in SFY03, and 12 in SFY 04. Union County had 19 admits, 26 in SFY02, 11 in SFY03, and 11 in SFY 04. Yankton County had 136 admits, 132 in SFY02, 69 in SFY03, and 64 in SFY 04.

The Supervisor sends it back wanting to know the answer to these questions:

Which county had the most juvenile admits to drug or alcohol treatment centers in FY02?

Which county had the least admits of all years?

What is the least amount of admits for Turner County?  What year was it?

One way that we can make the data easier to understand is by putting it in a table:  

Juvenile admissions to drug and alcohol treatment centers by county and fiscal year

	County
	State Fiscal Year 01
	State Fiscal Year 02
	State Fiscal Year 03
	State Fiscal Year 04

	Clay
	47
	64
	46
	43

	Turner
	11
	21
	13
	12

	Union
	19
	26
	11
	11

	Yankton
	136
	132
	69
	64


A picture is worth a thousand words – many things are easier to understand if portrayed visually and graphically, rather than in text or verbally. 
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A bar graph makes it easier to compare data, because all you have to do is compare the size of the bars.  

Handout 4:

How to Present Data, continued
Another way to organize data is a line graph. A line graph is a way of showing data using little points connected by lines. A line graph makes it easy to see when data is increasing (getting bigger) or decreasing (getting smaller).  It also helps us understand where maximums and minimums are, without having to read the original list of data.
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The newest technology that Social Work and other social sciences are using is Geographic Information Systems (GIS).

GIS IS:

( Powerful software technology

( Allows unlimited amounts of information to be linked to a geographic location

( With a digital map you can see a state, region, county, city, neighborhood, and block



(Demographics



(Income levels



(Poverty rates



(Epidemics



(High School dropout rates

Handout 4:

How to Present Data, continued
GIS can:



(Help people understand social problems



(Show discrepancies between needs and resources



(Helps legislators and other to see where the problem is occurring (as 


opposed to providing statistics, charts, graphs...)
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