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New Jersey’s immigrant families: The facts and the reality

Children in immigrant families account for nearly one-third of all children in New Jersey, with immigrant families defined as those in which at least one member is foreign-born. Almost all children in immigrant families are citizens. Nearly all speak English. 

These are some of the surprising findings in New Jersey Immigrant Kids Count 2007, a new report by the Association for Children of New Jersey. The report seeks to inform the dialogue on immigrants in the state, particularly concerning children and families. Our hope is that the report’s findings will help provide a basis for sound policy on children in immigrant families. ACNJ is providing copies to Governor Corzine’s recently appointed Blue Ribbon Panel on Immigration and to key state officeholders.
“Immigrant Kids Count brings some facts and reality to the discussion about immigrant children and families in our state,” said ACNJ Executive Director Cecilia Zalkind. “It also puts the focus on children and the fact that the vast majority of them are citizens.”

With children in immigrant families making up such a large share of New Jersey children, their future will in large part be the state’s future. Their opportunities for success will to a great degree determine the state’s prosperity. New Jersey has a large stake in ensuring that these children have an equal opportunity to succeed.

Findings include:

· Nearly, all New Jersey children in immigrant families, 87 percent, are citizens. Just as many speak English. Close to two-thirds are fluent in two languages.

· Immigrant families are more likely than U.S.-born families to have at least one parent with a full-time, year-round job. Despite their hard work, immigrant families on the whole earn less than U.S.-born families. Many have a hard time meeting basic family needs.

· Children in immigrant families are twice as likely as children in U.S.-born families to have no health insurance.
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· Divergent education and income levels among immigrants suggest a socioeconomic divide similar to that for state residents as a whole. Foreign-born residents are slightly more likely than the U.S.-born to have an advanced degree. But the foreign-born are also twice as likely to lack even a high school degree.

· New Jersey’s foreign-born are diverse in their ethnicity and backgrounds, coming from close to 100 different countries. The five top countries of origin are India, Mexico, the Philippines, the Dominican Republic and China.

To arrange an interview with ACNJ Executive Director Cecilia Zalkind about the findings of this report, please call Communications Director Maia Davis, 973-643-3876, ext. 204. 
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